Questions from David Gray Adler to guide your reading:

1.  How does the author characterize President George Bush's view about the president's authority as commander in chief?

2.  What evidence, legal and historical, does the author provide in challenging Bush's view of the Commander in Chief Clause?

3.  In your opinion, what are the implications of the Bush theory of the Commander in Chief Clause?

4.  In reviewing the Federalist Papers 69 and 75, what view does Alexander Hamilton take on presidential power?

5.  Does Hamilton's description of presidential power in Federalist Papers 69 and 75 support or undermine President Bush's view of presidential power?

6.  According to Federalist 69, which branch of government has the constitutional authority to declare or commence war on behalf of the American people?

7.  What are the essential themes of Federalist Papers 47 and 51?

8.  Federalist 51 has been termed a brilliant explication of political psychology for its explanation of how the doctrine of checks and balances utilizes the "dark side" of human nature.  Can you summarize the argument?  Do you agree or disagree with it?

9.  From your reading of the Federalist Papers, what do you consider to be the role of citizens in maintaining a republican form of government?
