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Tonight’s Constitutional Academy encourages participants to reflect on 
the U.S. role in the “constitutionalization” of international human 
rights in the 20th century, and on the relationship between armed 
conflict and the institutionalization of rights.  The session will consider 
some of the contemporary legacies of these ideas. 
  
Agenda 

• Constitutional Connections Review:  Academy Themes 
• Welcome and Overview: Some 19th century antecedents 
• The lessons of World War I; World War II-era transformations 
• Break 
• Discussion 
• Postwar Legacies: Projecting “American Values” 
• Contemporary Dimensions: Crimes against Humanity 
• Classroom applications 
 
 

              



DOCUMENTS Included in Packet: 
 

1. HAGUE CONVENTION RESPECTING THE LAWS AND 
CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND, 1907 (Preamble) 

 
2. PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON’S FOURTEEN 

POINTS (Delivered in Joint Session of Congress, 
January 8, 1918) 

 
3. THE ATLANTIC CHARTER (ROOSEVELT-

CHURCHILL): AUGUST 12, 1941 
 
 
DOCUMENTS linked on Constitutional Connections website 
(www.esd112.org/history): 
 

 The CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN (1945) 
 

 THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS (UNITED NATIONS, 1948) 

 
 Introduction and Chapter One, A NEW DEAL FOR THE 
WORLD (2005) 
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ITEM 1: HAGUE CONVENTION RESPECTING THE LAWS AND 
CUSTOMS OF WAR ON LAND, 1907 (Preamble) 

 
Seeing that, while seeking means to preserve peace and prevent armed conflicts 
between nations, it is likewise necessary to bear in mind the case where the appeal 
to arms has been brought about by events which their care was unable to avert; 
 
Animated by the desire to serve, even in this extreme case, the interests of 
humanity and the ever progressive needs of civilization; 
 
Thinking it important, with this object, to revise the general laws and customs of 
war, either with a view to defining them with greater precision or to confining 
them within such limits as would mitigate their severity as far as possible; 
 
Have deemed it necessary to complete and explain in certain particulars the work 
of the First Peace Conference, which, following on the Brussels Conference of 1874, 
and inspired by the ideas dictated by a wise and generous forethought, adopted 
provisions intended to define and govern the usages of war on land. 
 
According to the views of the High Contracting Parties, these provisions, the 
wording of which has been inspired by the desire to diminish the evils of war, as 
far as military requirements permit, are intended to serve as a general rule of 
conduct for the belligerents in their mutual relations and in their relations with the 
inhabitants. 
 
It has not, however, been found possible at present to concert regulations covering 
all the circumstances which arise in practice; 
 
On the other hand, the High Contracting Parties clearly do not intend that 
unforeseen cases should, in the absence of a written undertaking, be left to the 
arbitrary judgment of military commanders. 
 
Until a more complete code of the laws of war has been issued, the High 
Contracting Parties deem it expedient to declare that, in cases not included in the 
Regulations adopted by them, the inhabitants and the belligerents remain under 
the protection and the rule of the principles of the law of nations, as they result 
from the usages established among civilized peoples, from the laws of humanity, 
and the dictates of the public conscience. 
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ITEM 2: PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS 
(Delivered in Joint Session of Congress, January 8, 1918) 

 
We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to 
the quick and made the life of our own people impossible unless they were 
corrected and the world secure once for all against their recurrence. What we 
demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is that the world 
be made fit and safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe for every peace-
loving nation which, like our own, wishes to live its own life, determine its own 
institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by the other peoples of the world 
as against force and selfish aggression. All the peoples of the world are in effect 
partners in this interest, and for our own part we see very clearly that unless justice 
be done to others it will not be done to us. The program of the world's peace, 
therefore, is our program; and that program, the only possible program, as we see 
it, is this: 
 
I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private 
international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always 
frankly and in the public view. 
 
II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in 
peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by 
international action for the enforcement of international covenants. 
 
III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment 
of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace 
and associating themselves for its maintenance. 
 
IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced 
to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety. 
 
V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, 
based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such 
questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have 
equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be 
determined. 
 
VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions 
affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations 
of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity 
for the independent determination of her own political development and national 
policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under 
institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of 
every kind that she may need and may herself desire. The treatment accorded 
Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their 
good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own 
interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy. 
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VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without 
any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other 
free nations. No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence 
among the nations in the laws which they have themselves set and determined for 
the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the 
whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired. 
 
VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and 
the wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, 
which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, 
in order that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all. 
 
IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly 
recognizable lines of nationality. 
 
X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see 
safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to 
autonomous development. 
 
XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories 
restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the 
several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly counsel along 
historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international 
guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of 
the several Balkan states should be entered into. 
 
XII. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a 
secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule 
should be assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested 
opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be 
permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations 
under international guarantees. 
 
XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the 
territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a 
free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence 
and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international covenant. 
 
XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for 
the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and 
territorial integrity to great and small states alike. 
 
In regard to these essential rectifications of wrong and assertions of right we feel 
ourselves to be intimate partners of all the governments and peoples associated 
together against the Imperialists. We cannot be separated in interest or divided in 
purpose. We stand together until the end. For such arrangements and covenants 
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we are willing to fight and to continue to fight until they are achieved; but only 
because we wish the right to prevail and desire a just and stable peace such as can 
be secured only by removing the chief provocations to war, which this program 
does remove. We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is nothing in 
this program that impairs it. We grudge her no achievement or distinction of 
learning or of pacific enterprise such as have made her record very bright and very 
enviable. We do not wish to injure her or to block in any way her legitimate 
influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with hostile 
arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other 
peace- loving nations of the world in covenants of justice and law and fair dealing. 
We wish her only to accept a place of equality among the peoples of the world, -- 
the new world in which we now live, -- instead of a place of mastery. 
 
 

 6



ITEM 3: THE ATLANTIC CHARTER (ROOSEVELT-CHURCHILL) 
(AUGUST 12, 1941) 

 
The President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Churchill, representing His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, being 
met together, deem it right to make known certain common principles in the 
national policies of their respective countries on which they base their hopes for a 
better future for the world. 
 
First, their countries seek no aggrandizement, territorial or other; 
 
Second, they desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the freely 
expressed wishes of the peoples concerned; 
 
Third, they respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under 
which they will live; and they wish to see sovereign rights and self government 
restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them; 
 
Fourth, they will endeavor, with due respect for their existing obligations, to 
further the enjoyment by all States, great or small, victor or vanquished, of access, 
on equal terms, to the trade and to the raw materials of the world which are 
needed for their economic prosperity; 
 
Fifth, they desire to bring about the fullest collaboration between all nations in the 
economic field with the object of securing, for all, improved labor standards, 
economic advancement and social security; 
 
Sixth, after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established a 
peace which will afford to all nations the means of dwelling in safety within their 
own boundaries, and which will afford assurance that all the men in all lands may 
live out their lives in freedom from fear and want; 
 
Seventh, such a peace should enable all men to traverse the high seas and oceans 
without hindrance; 
 
Eighth, they believe that all of the nations of the world, for realistic as well as 
spiritual reasons must come to the abandonment of the use of force. Since no 
future peace can be maintained if land, sea or air armaments continue to be 
employed by nations which threaten, or may threaten, aggression outside of their 
frontiers, they believe, pending the establishment of a wider and permanent 
system of general security, that the disarmament of such nations is essential. They 
will likewise aid and encourage all other practicable measure which will lighten for 
peace-loving peoples the crushing burden of armaments. 
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