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Declaration of Independence July 4, 17761

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary 
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers 
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the 
laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 
declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident: 

That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, 
to secure these rights, governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed; that whenever any form of government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to 
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, 
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will 
dictate that governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all 
experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves 
by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But 
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new 
guards for their future security. Such has been the patient 
sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessity 
which constrains them to alter their former systems of 
government. The history of the present King of Great Britain 
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all 
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be 
submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation 

                                                 
1 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm.    
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till his assent should be obtained; and, when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless those people would 
relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a 
right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places 
unusual uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of 
their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them 
into compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for 
opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights 
of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, 
to cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative 
powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the 
people at large for their exercise; the state remaining, in 
the mean time, exposed to all the dangers of invasions from 
without and convulsions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these 
states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to 
encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions 
of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by 
refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary 
powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the 
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their 
salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent 
hither swarms of officers to harass our people and eat out 
their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing 
armies, without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of, 
and superior to, the civil power. 
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He has combined with others to subject us to a 
jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution and unacknowledged 
by our laws, giving his assent to their acts of pretended 
legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us; 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment 
for any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants 
of these states; 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world; 

For imposing taxes on us without our consent; 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of 
trial by jury; 

For transporting us beyond seas, to be tried for 
pretended offenses; 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a 
neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary 
government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it 
at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the 
same absolute rule into these colonies; 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most 
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our 
governments; 

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all 
cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of 
his protection and waging war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned 
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and 
tyranny already begun with circumstances of cruelty and 
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 
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He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on 
the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrection among us, and has 
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the 
merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and 
conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned 
for redress in the most humble terms; our repeated petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose 
character is thus marked by every act which may define a 
tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in our attentions to our 
British brethren. We have warned them, from time to time, of 
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity; and we 
have conjured them, by the ties of our common kindred, to 
disavow these usurpations which would inevitably interrupt 
our connections and correspondence. They too, have been deaf 
to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, 
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our 
separation, and hold them as we hold the rest of mankind, 
enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of 
America, in General Congress assembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the name and by the authority of the good 
people of these colonies solemnly publish and declare, That 
these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE 
AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British crown and that all political 
connection between them and the state of Great Britain is, 
and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that, as free and 
independent states, they have full power to levy war, 
conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and 
do all other acts and things which independent states may of 
right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a 
firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honor. 
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Constitution of the United States2   

 
We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America.   
 
Article I.   
 
Section 1 – [Legislative powers; in whom vested] 

All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in 
a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section 2 – [House of Representatives, how and by whom 
chosen Qualifications of a Representative. Representatives 
and direct taxes, how apportioned. Enumeration. Vacancies to 
be filled. Power of choosing officers, and of impeachment.] 

1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the 
several States, and the elector in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the State Legislature. 

2. No person shall be a Representative who shall not 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and been seven 
years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he 
shall be chosen. 

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned 
among the several States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding the whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to service for a term of years, and 
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other 
persons. [The previous sentence was superseded by Amendment 
XIV]. The actual enumeration shall be made within three 
years after the first meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in 
such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of 
Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
thousand, but each State shall have at least one 
Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, 
the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose 
                                                 
2 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/usconst.htm.    
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three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey 
four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, 
Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and 
Georgia three. 

4. When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies. 

5. The House of Representatives shall choose their 
Speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole power of 
impeachment. 

Section 3 – [Senators, how and by whom chosen. How 
classified. State Executive, when to make temporary 
appointments, in case, etc. Qualifications of a Senator. 
President of the Senate, his right to vote. President pro 
tem., and other officers of the Senate, how chosen. Power to 
try impeachments. When President is tried, Chief Justice to 
preside. Sentence.] 

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, (chosen by the Legislature 
thereof,) [The preceding five words were superseded by 
Amendment XVII] for six years; and each Senator shall have 
one vote. 

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in 
consequence of the first election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the 
expiration of the second year, of the second class at the 
expiration of the fourth year, and of the third class at the 
expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be 
chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by 
resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the 
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make 
temporary appointments until the next meeting of the 
Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies. [The 
words in italics were superseded by Amendment XVII] 

3. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have 
attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 
Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that State for which he shall 
be chosen. 

4. The Vice-President of the United States shall be 
President of the Senate, but shall have no vote, unless they 
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be equally divided. 

5. The Senate shall choose their other officers, and 
also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice 
President, or when he shall exercise the office of the 
President of the United States. 

6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all 
impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be 
on oath or affirmation. When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: and no 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-
thirds of the members present. 

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 
further than to removal from office, and disqualification to 
hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit under 
the United States: but the party convicted shall 
nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, 
judgment and punishment, according to law. 

Section 4 – [Times, etc., of holding elections, how 
prescribed. One session in each year.] 

1. The times, places and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each 
State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at 
any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to 
the places of choosing Senators. 

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in 
December, [The words in italics were superseded by Amendment 
XX] unless they by law appoint a different day. 

Section 5 – [Membership, Quorum, Adjournments, Rules, 
Power to punish or expel. Journal. Time of adjournments, how 
limited, etc.] 

1. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns and qualifications of its own members, and a 
majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be 
authorized to compel the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner, and under such penalties as each House may 
provide. 

2. Each House may determine the rules of its 
proceedings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, 
and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 
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3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts 
as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either House on any question shall, 
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on 
the journal. 

4. Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the 
two Houses shall be sitting. 

Section 6 – [Compensation, Privileges, Disqualification in 
certain cases.] 

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a 
compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law, 
and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They 
shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of the 
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at 
the session of their respective Houses, and in going to and 
returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in 
either House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
place. 

2. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time 
for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office 
under the authority of the United States, which shall have 
increased during such time; and no person holding any office 
under the United States, shall be a member of either House 
during his continuance in office. 

Section 7 – [House to originate all revenue bills. Veto. 
Bill may be passed by two-thirds of each House, 
notwithstanding, etc. Bill, not returned in ten days to 
become a law. Provisions as to orders, concurrent 
resolutions, etc.] 

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the 
House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or 
concur with amendments as on other bills. 

2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a 
law, be presented to the president of the United States; if 
he approve, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return 
it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the objections at large on 
their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such 
reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
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objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise 
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the 
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill 
shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. 
If any bill shall not be returned by the president within 
ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 
presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as 
if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their 
adjournment prevent its return, in which case it shall not 
be a law. 

3. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the 
concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may 
be necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be 
presented to the president of the United States; and before 
the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or, 
being disapproved by him, shall be re-passed by two-thirds 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the 
rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.   

Section 8 – [Powers of Congress] 

The Congress shall have the power 

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defence 
and general welfare of the United States; but all duties, 
imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout the United 
States: 

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States: 

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several states, and with the Indian tribes:   

4. To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and 
uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the 
United States: 

5. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of 
foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures: 

6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the 
securities and current coin of the United States: 

7. To establish post-offices and post-roads: 
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8. To promote the progress of science and useful arts, 
by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and 
discoveries: 

9. To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme 
court: 

10. To define and punish piracies and felonies committed 
on the high seas, and offences against the law of nations: 

11. To declare war, grant letters of marque and 
reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and 
water: 

12. To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of 
money to that use shall be for a longer term than two years: 

13. To provide and maintain a navy: 

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces: 

15. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the union, suppress insurrections and repel 
invasions: 

16. To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining 
the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be 
employed in the service of the United States, reserving to 
the states respectively, the appointment of the officers, 
and the authority of training the militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by Congress: 

17. To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases 
whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the 
acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of 
the United States, and to exercise like authority over all 
places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the 
state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful 
buildings: And, 

18. To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
other powers vested by this constitution in the government 
of the United States, or in any department or officer 
thereof. 
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Section 9 – [Provision as to migration or importation of 
certain persons. Habeas Corpus , Bills of attainder, etc. 
Taxes, how apportioned. No export duty. No commercial 
preference. Money, how drawn from Treasury, etc. No titular 
nobility. Officers not to receive presents, etc.] 

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any 
of the states now existing shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 
1808, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importations, 
not exceeding 10 dollars for each person. 

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it.* 

3. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be 
passed. 

4. No capitation, or other direct tax shall be laid 
unless in proportion to the census or enumeration herein 
before directed to be taken. [Modified by Amendement XVI] 

5. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported 
from any state. 

6. No preference shall be given by any regulation of 
commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of 
another: nor shall vessels bound to, or from one state, be 
obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

7. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of 
all public money shall be published from time to time. 

8. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States: And no person holding any office or profit or trust 
under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress, 
accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any 
kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

Section 10 – [States prohibited from the exercise of certain 
powers.] 

1. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or 
confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin 
money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and 
silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of 
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attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

2. No state shall, without the consent of the Congress, 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection 
laws; and the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by 
any state on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the 
treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be 
subject to the revision and control of the Congress. 

3. No state shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any 
duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in time of 
peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 
state, or with a foreign power, or engage in a war, unless 
actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not 
admit of delay.   
 
Article II.   
 
Section 1- [President: his term of office. Electors of 
President; number and how appointed. Electors to vote on 
same day. Qualification of President. On whom his duties 
devolve in case of his removal, death, etc. President's 
compensation. His oath of office.] 

1. The Executive power shall be vested in a President of 
the United States of America. He shall hold office during 
the term of four years, and together with the Vice 
President, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows: 

2. Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the 
Legislature may direct, a number of electors, equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the 
State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or 
Representative, or person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an 
elector. The electors shall meet in their respective States, 
and vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least 
shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves. And they shall make a list of all the persons 
voted for each; which list they shall sign and certify, and 
transmit sealed to the seat of Government of the United 
States, directed to the President of the Senate. The 
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and 
the votes shall then be counted. The person having the 
greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such 
majority, and have an equal number of votes, then the House 
of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot one of 
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them for President; and if no person have a majority, then 
from the five highest on the list the said House shall in 
like manner choose the President. But in choosing the 
President, the votes shall be taken by States, the 
representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for 
this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-
thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall 
be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice of 
the President, the person having the greatest number of 
votes of the electors shall be the Vice President. But if 
there should remain two or more who have equal votes, the 
Senate shall choose from them by ballot the Vice President.  
[The clause in italics was superseded by Amendment XII] 

3. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes; 
which day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

4. No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen 
of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; 
neither shall any person be eligible to that office who 
shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and 
been fourteen years a resident within the United States. 

5 . In case of the removal of the President from office, 
or of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve 
on the Vice President, and the Congress may by law provide 
for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 
both of the President and Vice President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President, and such officer shall 
act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a 
President shall be elected.  [This clause has been modified 
by Amendment XX and Amendment XXV] 

6. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his 
services, a compensation, which shall neither be increased 
nor diminished during the period for which he shall have 
been elected, and he shall not receive within that period 
any other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

7. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he 
shall take the following oath or affirmation:  

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of the President of the United States, 
and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United States." 
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Section 2 – [President to be Commander-in-Chief. He may 
require opinions of cabinet officers, etc., may pardon. 
Treaty-making power. Nomination of certain officers. When 
President may fill vacancies.] 

1. The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
and Navy of the United States, and of the militia of the 
several States, when called into the actual service of the 
United States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of 
the principal officer in each of the executive departments, 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective 
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and 
pardons for offenses against the United States, except in 
cases of impeachment. 

2. He shall have power, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds 
of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, 
judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the 
United States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise 
provided for, and which shall be established by law: but the 
Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior 
officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in 
the courts of law, or in the heads of departments. 

3. The President shall have the power to fill up all 
vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Senate, 
by granting commissions, which shall expire at the end of 
their next session. 

Section 3 – [President shall communicate to Congress. He may 
convene and adjourn Congress, in case of disagreement, etc. 
Shall receive ambassadors, execute laws, and commission 
officers.] 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress 
information of the state of the Union, and recommend to 
their consideration such measures as he shall judge 
necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in case of 
disagreement between them, with respect to the time of 
adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall 
think proper; he may receive ambassadors, and other public 
ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed, and shall commission all the officers of the 
United States. 

4 – [All civil offices forfeited for certain crimes.] 
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The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the 
United States, shall be removed from office on impeachment 
for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high 
crimes and misdemeanors.   
 
Article III.   
 
Section 1- [Judicial Powers. Tenure. Compensation.] 

The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested 
in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the 
Congress may, from time to time, ordain and establish. The 
judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold 
their offices during good behaviour, and shall, at stated 
times, receive for their services a compensation, which 
shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. 

Section 2 – [Judicial power; to what cases it extends. 
Original jurisdiction of Supreme Court Appellate. Trial by 
Jury, etc.] 

1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law 
and equity, arising under this constitution, the laws of the 
United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made 
under their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, 
other public ministers and consuls; to all cases of 
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to 
which the United States shall be a party; to controversies 
between two or more states, between a state and Citizens of 
another state, between Citizens of different states, between 
Citizens of the same state, claiming lands under grants of 
different states, and between a state, or the Citizens 
thereof, and foreign states, Citizens or subjects.  [This 
section modified by Amendment XI] 

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public 
ministers and consuls, and those in which a state shall be a 
party, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. 
In all the other cases before-mentioned, the supreme court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the 
Congress shall make. 

3. The trial of all crimes, except in cases of 
impeachment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held 
in the state where the said crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any state, the 
trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may 
by law have directed. 

Section 3 – [Treason defined. Proof of. Punishment of.] 
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1. Treason against the United States shall consist only 
in levying war against them, or in adhering to their 
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be 
convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two 
witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open 
court. 

2. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment 
of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work 
corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life 
of the person attainted.   
 
Article IV.   
 
Section 1 – [Each State to give credit to the public acts, 
etc. of every other State.] 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to 
the public acts, records and judicial proceedings of every 
other state. And the Congress may by general laws prescribe 
the manner in which such acts, records and proceedings shall 
be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Section 2 – [Privileges of Citizens of each State. Fugitives 
from Justice to be delivered up. Persons held to service 
having escaped, to be delivered up.] 

1. The Citizens of each state shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of Citizens in the several 
states.* 

2. A person charged in any state with treason, felony, 
or other crime, who shall flee justice, and be found in 
another state, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be 
removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

3. No person held to service or labour in one state, 
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labour, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labour may be 
due. [This clause superseded by Amendment XIII] 

Section 3 – [Admission of new States. Power of Congress over 
territory and other property.] 

1. New states may be admitted by the Congress into this 
union; but no new state shall be formed or erected within 
the jurisdiction of any other state, nor any state be formed 
by the junction of two or more states, without the consent 
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of the legislatures of the states concerned, as well as of 
the Congress. 

2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory 
or other property belonging to the United States; and 
nothing in this constitution shall be so construed as to 
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any 
particular state.* 

Section 4 – [Republican form of government guaranteed. Each 
State to be protected.] 

The United States shall guarantee to every state in this 
union, a republican form of government, and shall protect 
each of them against invasion; and on application of the 
legislature, or of the executive (when the legislature 
cannot be convened), against domestic violence.*   
 
Article V.   
 
[Constitution: how amended; proviso.] 

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem 
it necessary, shall propose amendments to this constitution, 
or on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of 
the several states, shall call a convention for proposing 
amendments, which , in either case, shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes, as part of this constitution, when 
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
states, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the 
one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the 
Congress: Provided, that no amendment which may be made 
prior to the year 1808, shall in any manner affect the first 
and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first 
article; and that no state, without its consent, shall be 
deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.   
 
Article VI.   
 
[Certain debts, etc. declared valid, Supremacy of 
Constitution, treaties, and laws of the United States, Oath 
to support Constitution, by whom taken. No religious test.] 

1. All debts contracted and engagements entered into, 
before the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid 
against the United States under this constitution, as under 
the confederation. 

2. This constitution, and the laws of the United States 
which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the 
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United States shall be the supreme law of the land; and the 
judges in every state shall be bound thereby, any thing in 
the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary 
notwithstanding.* 

3. The senators and representatives before-mentioned, and 
the members of the several state legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States 
and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or 
affirmation, to support this constitution; but no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the United States.   
 
Article VII.   
 
[Ratification shall establish constitution.] 

The ratification of the conventions of nine states, shall be 
sufficient for the establishment of this constitution 
between the states so ratifying the same.   
 
 
Bill of Rights  
 
I – [Freedom of Speech, Press, Religion and Petition] 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.* 

II – [Right to keep and bear arms] 

A well-regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms, shall not be infringed.* 

III – [Conditions for quarters of soldiers] 

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any 
house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

IV – [Right of search and seizure regulated] 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.* 
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V – [Provisions concerning prosecution] 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the 
land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any 
person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any 
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use 
without just compensation.* 

VI - [Due Process]  

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury 
of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of 
counsel for his defense. 

VII – [Right to a trial by jury] 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be 
otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. 

VIII –[ Excessive bail, cruel punishment] 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

IX – [Rule of construction of Constitution] 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained 
by the people.* 

X – [Rights of the States under Constitution] 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. 
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South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification,  

November 24, 1832.3

An ordinance to nullify certain acts of the Congress of the 
United States, purporting to be laws laying duties and 
imposts on the importation of foreign commodities. 

Whereas the Congress of the United States by various 
acts, purporting to be acts laying duties and imposts on 
foreign imports, but in reality intended for the protection 
of domestic manufactures and the giving of bounties to 
classes and individuals engaged in particular employments, 
at the expense and to the injury and oppression of other 
classes and individuals, and by wholly exempting from 
taxation certain foreign commodities, such as are not 
produced or manufactured in the United States, to afford a 
pretext for imposing higher and excessive duties on articles 
similar to those intended to be protected, bath exceeded its 
just powers under the constitution, which confers on it no 
authority to afford such protection, and bath violated the 
true meaning and intent of the constitution, which provides 
for equality in imposing the burdens of taxation upon the 
several States and portions of the confederacy: And whereas 
the said Congress, exceeding its just power to impose taxes 
and collect revenue for the purpose of effecting and 
accomplishing the specific objects and purposes which the 
constitution of the United States authorizes it to effect 
and accomplish, hath raised and collected unnecessary 
revenue for objects unauthorized by the constitution. 

We, therefore, the people of the State of South 
Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare and ordain and 
it is hereby declared and ordained, that the several acts 
and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, 
purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and imposts 
on the importation of foreign commodities, and now having 
actual operation and effect within the United States, and, 
more especially, an act entitled "An act in alteration of 
the several acts imposing duties on imports," approved on 
the nineteenth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight and also an act entitled "An act to alter and 
amend the several acts imposing duties on imports," approved 
on the fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two, are unauthorized by the constitution of the 
United States, and violate the true meaning and intent 
thereof and are null, void, and no law, nor binding upon 
this State, its officers or citizens; and all promises, 
contracts, and obligations, made or entered into, or to be 
                                                 
3 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/sc/ordnull.htm.   
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made or entered into, with purpose to secure the duties 
imposed by said acts, and all judicial proceedings which 
shall be hereafter had in affirmance thereof, are and shall 
be held utterly null and void. 

And it is further ordained, that it shall not be lawful 
for any of the constituted authorities, whether of this 
State or of the United States, to enforce the payment of 
duties imposed by the said acts within the limits of this 
State; but it shall be the duty of the legislature to adopt 
such measures and pass such acts as may be necessary to give 
full effect to this ordinance, and to prevent the 
enforcement and arrest the operation of the said acts and 
parts of acts of the Congress of the United States within 
the limits of this State, from and after the first day of 
February next, and the duties of all other constituted 
authorities, and of all persons residing or being within the 
limits of this State, and they are hereby required and 
enjoined to obey and give effect to this ordinance, and such 
acts and measures of the legislature as may be passed or 
adopted in obedience thereto. 

And it is further ordained, that in no case of law or 
equity, decided in the courts of this State, wherein shall 
be drawn in question the authority of this ordinance, or the 
validity of such act or acts of the legislature as may be 
passed for the purpose of giving effect thereto, or the 
validity of the aforesaid acts of Congress, imposing duties, 
shall any appeal be taken or allowed to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, nor shall any copy of the record be 
permitted or allowed for that purpose; and if any such 
appeal shall be attempted to be taken, the courts of this 
State shall proceed to execute and enforce their judgments 
according to the laws and usages of the State, without 
reference to such attempted appeal, and the person or 
persons attempting to take such appeal may be dealt with as 
for a contempt of the court. 

And it is further ordained, that all persons now holding 
any office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military, 
under this State (members of the legislature excepted), 
shall, within such time, and in such manner as the 
legislature shall prescribe, take an oath well and truly to 
obey, execute, and enforce this ordinance, and such act or 
acts of the legislature as may be passed in pursuance 
thereof, according to the true intent and meaning of the 
same, and on the neglect or omission of any such person or 
persons so to do, his or their office or offices shall be 
forthwith vacated, and shall be filled up as if such person 
or persons were dead or had resigned; and no person 
hereafter elected to any office of honor, profit, or trust, 
civil or military (members of the legislature excepted), 
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shall, until the legislature shall otherwise provide and 
direct, enter on the execution of his office, or be he any 
respect competent to discharge the duties thereof until he 
shall, in like manner, have taken a similar oath; and no 
juror shall be impaneled in any of the courts of this State, 
in any cause in which shall be in question this ordinance, 
or any act of the legislature passed in pursuance thereof, 
unless he shall first, in addition to the usual oath, have 
taken an oath that he will well and truly obey, execute, and 
enforce this ordinance, and such act or acts of the 
legislature as may be passed to carry the same into 
operation and effect, according to the true intent and 
meaning thereof. 

And we, the people of South Carolina, to the end that it 
may be fully understood by the government of the United 
States, and the people of the co-States, that we are 
determined to maintain this our ordinance and declaration, 
at every hazard, do further declare that we will not submit 
to the application of force on the part of the federal 
government, to reduce this State to obedience, but that we 
will consider the passage, by Congress, of any act 
authorizing the employment of a military or naval force 
against the State of South Carolina, her constitutional 
authorities or citizens; or any act abolishing or closing 
the ports of this State, or any of them, or otherwise 
obstructing the free ingress and egress of vessels to and 
from the said ports, or any other act on the part of the 
federal government, to coerce the State, shut up her ports, 
destroy or harass her commerce or to enforce the acts hereby 
declared to be null and void, otherwise than through the 
civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the 
longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and that 
the people of this State will henceforth hold themselves 
absolved from all further obligation to maintain or preserve 
their political connection with the people of the other 
States; and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate 
government, and do all other acts and things which sovereign 
and independent States may of right do. 

Done in convention at Columbia, the twenty-fourth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two, and in the fifty-seventh year of the 
Declaration of the Independence of the United States of 
America. 
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President Jackson's Proclamation Regarding Nullification, 

December 10, 18324

Whereas a convention, assembled in the State of South 
Carolina, have passed an ordinance, by which they declare 
that the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of 
the United States, purporting to be laws for the imposing of 
duties and imposts on the importation of foreign 
commodities, and now having actual operation and effect 
within the United States, and more especially "two acts for 
the same purposes, passed on the 29th of May, 1828, and on 
the 14th of July, 1832, are unauthorized by the Constitution 
of the United States, and violate the true meaning and 
intent thereof, and are null and void, and no law," nor 
binding on the citizens of that State or its officers, and 
by the said ordinance it is further declared to he unlawful 
for any of the constituted authorities of the State, or of 
the United States, to enforce the payment of the duties 
imposed by the said acts within the same State, and that it 
is the duty of the legislature to pass such laws as may be 
necessary to give full effect to the said ordinances: 

*  *  *   

And whereas the said ordinance prescribes to the people 
of South Carolina a course of conduct in direct violation of 
their duty as citizens of the United States, contrary to the 
laws of their country, subversive of its Constitution, and 
having for its object the instruction of the Union-that 
Union, which, coeval with our political existence, led our 
fathers, without any other ties to unite them than those of 
patriotism and common cause, through the sanguinary struggle 
to a glorious independence-that sacred Union, hitherto 
inviolate, which, perfected by our happy Constitution, has 
brought us, by the favor of Heaven, to a state of prosperity 
at home, and high consideration abroad, rarely, if ever, 
equaled in the history of nations; to preserve this bond of 
our political existence from destruction, to maintain 
inviolate this state of national honor and prosperity, and 
to justify the confidence my fellow-citizens have reposed in 
me, I, Andrew Jackson, President of the United States, have 
thought proper to issue this my PROCLAMATION, stating my 
views of the Constitution and laws applicable to the 
measures adopted by the Convention of South Carolina, and to 
the reasons they have put forth to sustain them, declaring 
the course which duty will require me to pursue, and, 
appealing to the understanding and patriotism of the people, 

                                                 
4   Source:  Paul Leicester Ford ed., The Federalist, (1898).  Project Avalon 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/proclamations/jack01.htm.   
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warn them of the consequences that must inevitably result 
from an observance of the dictates of the Convention. 

*  *  *   

The ordinance is founded, not on the indefeasible right 
of resisting acts which are plainly unconstitutional, and 
too oppressive to be endured, but on the strange position 
that any one State may not only declare an act of Congress 
void, but prohibit its execution—that they may do this 
consistently with the Constitution—that the true 
construction of that instrument permits a State to retain 
its place in the Union, and yet be bound by no other of its 
laws than those it may choose to consider as constitutional. 
It is true they add, that to justify this abrogation of a 
law, it must be palpably contrary to the Constitution, but 
it is evident, that to give the right of resisting laws of 
that description, coupled with the uncontrolled right to 
decide what laws deserve that character, is to give the 
power of resisting all laws. For, as by the theory, there is 
no appeal, the reasons alleged by the State, good or bad, 
must prevail. If it should be said that public opinion is a 
sufficient check against the abuse of this power, it may be 
asked why it is not deemed a sufficient guard against the 
passage of an unconstitutional act by Congress. There is, 
however, a restraint in this last case, which makes the 
assumed power of a State more indefensible, and which does 
not exist in the other. There are two appeals from an 
unconstitutional act passed by Congress-one to the 
judiciary, the other to the people and the States. There is 
no appeal from the State decision in theory; and the 
practical illustration shows that the courts are closed 
against an application to review it, both judges and jurors 
being sworn to decide in its favor. But reasoning on this 
subject is superfluous, when our social compact in express 
terms declares, that the laws of the United States, its 
Constitution, and treaties made under it, are the supreme 
law of the land; and for greater caution adds, "that the 
judges in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in 
the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary 
notwithstanding." And it may be asserted, without fear of 
refutation, that no federative government could exist 
without a similar provision. Look, for a moment, to the 
consequence. If South Carolina considers the revenue laws 
unconstitutional, and has a right to prevent their execution 
in the port of Charleston, there would be a clear 
constitutional objection to their collection in every other 
port, and no revenue could be collected anywhere; for all 
imposts must be equal. It is no answer to repeat that an 
unconstitutional law is no law, so long as the question of 
its legality is to be decided by the State itself, for every 
law operating injuriously upon any local interest will be 
perhaps thought, and certainly represented, as 
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unconstitutional, and, as has been shown, there is no 
appeal. 

If this doctrine had been established at an earlier day, 
the Union would have been dissolved in its infancy. The 
excise law in Pennsylvania, the embargo and non-intercourse 
law in the Eastern States, the carriage tax in Virginia, 
were all deemed unconstitutional, and were more unequal in 
their operation than any of the laws now complained of; but, 
fortunately, none of those States discovered that they had 
the right now claimed by South Carolina. The war into which 
we were forced, to support the dignity of the nation and the 
rights of our citizens, might have ended in defeat and 
disgrace instead of victory and honor, if the States, who 
supposed it a ruinous and unconstitutional measure, had 
thought they possessed the right of nullifying the act by 
which it was declared, and denying supplies for its 
prosecution. Hardly and unequally as those measures bore 
upon several members of the Union, to the legislatures of 
none did this efficient and peaceable remedy, as it is 
called, suggest itself. The discovery of this important 
feature in our Constitution was reserved to the present day. 
To the statesmen of South Carolina belongs the invention, 
and upon the citizens of that State will, unfortunately, 
fall the evils of reducing it to practice. 

If the doctrine of a State veto upon the laws of the 
Union carries with it internal evidence of its impracticable 
absurdity, our constitutional history will also afford 
abundant proof that it would have been repudiated with 
indignation had it been proposed to form a feature in our 
Government. 

*  *  *   

But the defects of the Confederation need not be 
detailed. Under its operation we could scarcely be called a 
nation. We had neither prosperity at home nor consideration 
abroad. This state of things could not be endured, and our 
present happy Constitution was formed, but formed in vain, 
if this fatal doctrine prevails. It was formed for important 
objects that are announced in the preamble made in the name 
and by the authority of the people of the United States, 
whose delegates framed, and whose conventions approved it. 

The most important among these objects, that which is 
placed first in rank, on which all the others rest, is "to 
form a more perfect Union." Now, is it possible that, even 
if there were no express provision giving supremacy to the 
Constitution and laws of the United States over those of the 
States, it can be conceived that an Instrument made for the 
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purpose of "forming; a more perfect Union" than that of the 
confederation, could be so constructed by the assembled 
wisdom of our country as to substitute for that 
confederation a form of government, dependent for its 
existence on the local interest, the party spirit of a 
State, or of a prevailing faction in a State? Every man, of 
plain, unsophisticated understanding, who hears the 
question, will give such an answer as will preserve the 
Union. Metaphysical subtlety, in pursuit of an impracticable 
theory, could alone have devised one that is calculated to 
destroy it. 

I consider, then, the power to annul a law of the United 
States, assumed by one State, incompatible with the 
existence of the Union, contradicted expressly by the letter 
of the Constitution, unauthorized by its spirit, 
inconsistent with every principle on which It was founded, 
and destructive of the great object for which it was formed. 

*  *  *   

Vain provisions! Ineffectual restrictions! Vile 
profanation of oaths! Miserable mockery of legislation! If a 
bare majority of the voters in any one State may, on a real 
or supposed knowledge of the intent with which a law has 
been passed, declare themselves free from its operation-say 
here it gives too little, there too much, and operates 
unequally-here it suffers articles to be free that ought to 
be taxed, there it taxes those that ought to be free-in this 
case the proceeds are intended to be applied to purposes 
which we do not approve, in that the amount raised is more 
than is wanted. Congress, it is true, are invested by the 
Constitution with the right of deciding these questions 
according to their sound discretion. Congress is composed of 
the representatives of all the States, and of all the people 
of all the states; but WE, part of the people of one State, 
to whom the Constitution has given no power on the subject 
from whom it has expressly taken it away-we, who have 
solemnly agreed that this Constitution shall be our law-we, 
most of whom have sworn to support it-we now abrogate this 
law, and swear, and force others to swear, that it shall not 
be obeyed-and we do this, not because Congress have no right 
to pass such laws; this we do not allege; but because they 
have passed them with improper views. They are 
unconstitutional from the motives of those who passed them, 
which we can never with certainty know, from their unequal 
operation; although it is impossible from the nature of 
things that they should be equal-and from the disposition 
which we presume may be made of their proceeds, although 
that disposition has not been declared. This is the plain 
meaning of the ordinance in relation to laws which it 
abrogates for alleged unconstitutionality. But it does not 
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stop here. It repeals, in express terms, an important part 
of the Constitution itself, and of laws passed to give it 
effect, which have never been alleged to be 
unconstitutional. The Constitution declares that the 
judicial powers of the United States extend to cases arising 
under the laws of the United States, and that such laws, the 
Constitution and treaties, shall be paramount to the State 
constitutions and laws. The judiciary act prescribes the 
mode by which the case may be brought before a court of the 
United States, by appeal, when a State tribunal shall decide 
against this provision of the Constitution. The ordinance 
declares there shall be no appeal; makes the State law 
paramount to the Constitution and laws of the United States; 
forces judges and jurors to swear that they will disregard 
their provisions; and even makes it penal in a suitor to 
attempt relief by appeal. It further declares that it shall 
not be lawful for the authorities of the United States, or 
of that State, to enforce the payment of duties imposed by 
the revenue laws within its limits. 

Here is a law of the United States, not even pretended 
to be unconstitutional, repealed by the authority of a small 
majority of the voters of a single State. Here is a 
provision of the Constitution which is solemnly abrogated by 
the same authority. 

On such expositions and reasonings, the ordinance 
grounds not only an assertion of the right to annul the laws 
of which it complains, but to enforce it by a threat of 
seceding from the Union if any attempt is made to execute 
them. 

This right to secede is deduced from the nature of the 
Constitution, which they say is a compact between sovereign 
States who have preserved their whole sovereignty, and 
therefore are subject to no superior; that because they made 
the compact, they can break it when in their opinion it has 
been departed from by the other States. Fallacious as this 
course of reasoning is, it enlists State pride, and finds 
advocates in the honest prejudices of those who have not 
studied the nature of our government sufficiently to see the 
radical error on which it rests. 

The people of the United States formed the Constitution, 
acting through the State legislatures, in making the 
compact, to meet and discuss its provisions, and acting in 
separate conventions when they ratified those provisions; 
but the terms used in its construction show it to be a 
government in which the people of all the States 
collectively are represented. We are ONE PEOPLE in the 
choice of the President and Vice President. Here the States 
have no other agency than to direct the mode in which the 
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vote shall be given. The candidates having the majority of 
all the votes are chosen. The electors of a majority of 
States may have given their votes for one candidate, and yet 
another may be chosen. The people, then, and not the States, 
are represented in the executive branch. 

In the House of Representatives there is this 
difference, that the people of one State do not, as in the 
case of President and Vice President, all vote for all the 
members, each State electing only its own representatives. 
But this creates no material distinction. When chosen, they 
are all representatives of the United States, not 
representatives of the particular State from which they 
come. They are paid by the United States, not by the State; 
nor are they accountable to it for any act done in 
performance of their legislative functions; and however they 
may in practice, as it is their duty to do, consult and 
prefer the interests of their particular constituents when 
they come in conflict with any other partial or local 
interest, yet it is their first and highest duty, as 
representatives of the United States, to promote the general 
good. 

The Constitution of the United States, then, forms a 
government, not a league, and whether it be formed by 
compact between the States, or in any other manner, its 
character is the same. It is a government in which ale the 
people are represented, which operates directly on the 
people individually, not upon the States; they retained all 
the power they did not grant. But each State having 
expressly parted with so many powers as to constitute 
jointly with the other States a single nation, cannot from 
that period possess any right to secede, because such 
secession does not break a league, but destroys the unity of 
a nation, and any injury to that unity is not only a breach 
which would result from the contravention of a compact, but 
it is an offense against the whole Union. To say that any 
State may at pleasure secede from the Union, is to say that 
the United States are not a nation because it would be a 
solecism to contend that any part of a nation might dissolve 
its connection with the other parts, to their injury or 
ruin, without committing any offense. Secession, like any 
other revolutionary act, may be morally justified by the 
extremity of oppression; but to call it a constitutional 
right, is confounding the meaning of terms, and can only be 
done through gross error, or to deceive those who are 
willing to assert a right, but would pause before they made 
a revolution, or incur the penalties consequent upon a 
failure. 

Because the Union was formed by compact, it is said the 
parties to that compact may, when they feel themselves 
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aggrieved, depart from it; but it is precisely because it is 
a compact that they cannot. A compact is an agreement or 
binding obligation. It may by its terms have a sanction or 
penalty for its breach, or it may not. If it contains no 
sanction, it may be broken with no other consequence than 
moral guilt; if it have a sanction, then the breach incurs 
the designated or implied penalty. A league between 
independent nations, generally, has no sanction other than a 
moral one; or if it should contain a penalty, as there is no 
common superior, it cannot be enforced. A government, on the 
contrary, always has a sanction, express or implied; and, in 
our case, it is both necessarily implied and expressly 
given. An attempt by force of arms to destroy a government 
is an offense, by whatever means the constitutional compact 
may have been formed; and such government has the right, by 
the law of self-defense, to pass acts for punishing the 
offender, unless that right is modified, restrained, or 
resumed by the constitutional act. In our system, although 
it is modified in the case of treason, yet authority is 
expressly given to pass all laws necessary to carry its 
powers into effect, and under this grant provision has been 
made for punishing acts which obstruct the due 
administration of the laws. 

*  *  *   

The States severally have not retained their entire 
sovereignty. It has been shown that in becoming parts of a 
nation, not members of a league, they surrendered many of 
their essential parts of sovereignty. The right to make 
treaties, declare war, levy taxes, exercise exclusive 
judicial and legislative powers, were all functions of 
sovereign power. The States, then, for all these important 
purposes, were no longer sovereign. The allegiance of their 
citizens was transferred in the first instance to the 
government of the United States; they became American 
citizens, and owed obedience to the Constitution of the 
United States, and to laws made in conformity with the 
powers vested in Congress. This last position has not been, 
and cannot be, denied. How then, can that State be said to 
be sovereign and independent whose citizens owe obedience to 
laws not made by it, and whose magistrates are sworn to 
disregard those laws, when they come in conflict with those 
passed by another? What shows conclusively that the States 
cannot be said to have reserved an undivided sovereignty, is 
that they expressly ceded the right to punish treason-not 
treason against their separate power, but treason against 
the United States. Treason is an offense against 
sovereignty, and sovereignty must reside with the power to 
punish it. But the reserved rights of the States are not 
less sacred because they have for their common interest made 
the general government the depository of these powers. The 
unity of our political character (as has been shown for 
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another purpose) commenced with its very existence. Under 
the royal government we had no separate character; our 
opposition to its oppression began as UNITED COLONIES. We 
were the UNITED STATES under the Confederation, and the name 
was perpetuated and the Union rendered more perfect by the 
federal Constitution. In none of these stages did we 
consider ourselves in any other light than as forming one 
nation. Treaties and alliances were made in the name of all. 
Troops were raised for the joint defense. How, then, with 
all these proofs, that under all changes of our position we 
had, for designated purposes and with defined powers, 
created national governments-how is it that the most perfect 
of these several modes of union should now be considered as 
a mere league that may be dissolved at pleasure ? It is from 
an abuse of terms. Compact is used as synonymous with 
league, although the true term is not employed, because it 
would at once show the fallacy of the reasoning. It would 
not do to say that our Constitution was only a league, but 
it is labored to prove it a compact (which, in one sense, it 
is), and then to argue that as a league is a compact, every 
compact between nations must, of course, be a league, and 
that from such an engagement every sovereign power has a 
right to recede. But it has been shown that in this sense 
the States are not sovereign, and that even if they were, 
and the national Constitution had been formed by compact, 
there would be no right in any one State to exonerate itself 
from the obligation. 

*  *  *   

This, then, is the position in which we stand. A small 
majority of the citizens of one State in the Union have 
elected delegates to a State convention; that convention has 
ordained that all the revenue laws of the United States must 
be repealed, or that they are no longer a member of the 
Union. The governor of that State has recommended to the 
legislature the raising of an army to carry the secession 
into effect, and that he may be empowered to give clearances 
to vessels in the name of the State. No act of violent 
opposition to the laws has yet been committed, but such a 
state of things is hourly apprehended, and it is the intent 
of this instrument to PROCLAIM, not only that the duty 
imposed on me by the Constitution, “to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed,” shall be performed to the 
extent of the powers already vested in me by law or of such 
others as the wisdom of Congress shall devise and Entrust to 
me for that purpose; but to warn the citizens of South 
Carolina, who have been deluded into an opposition to the 
laws, of the danger they will incur by obedience to the 
illegal and disorganizing ordinance of the convention-to 
exhort those who have refused to support it to persevere in 
their determination to uphold the Constitution and laws of 
their country, and to point out to all the perilous 
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situation into which the good people of that State have been 
led, and that the course they are urged to pursue is one of 
ruin and disgrace to the very State whose rights they affect 
to support. 

*  *  *   

Fellow-citizens! the momentous case is before you. On 
your undivided support of your government depends the 
decision of the great question it involves, whether your 
sacred Union will be preserved, and the blessing it secures 
to us as one people shall be perpetuated. No one can doubt 
that the unanimity with which that decision will be 
expressed, will he such as to inspire new confidence in 
republican institutions, and that the prudence, the wisdom, 
and the courage which it will bring to their defense, will 
transmit them unimpaired and invigorated to our children. 

May the Great Ruler of nations grant that the signal 
blessings with which he has favored ours may not, by the 
madness of party or personal ambition, be disregarded and 
lost, and may His wise providence bring those who have 
produced this crisis to see the folly, before they feel the 
misery, of civil strife, and inspire a returning veneration 
for that Union which, if we may dare to penetrate his 
designs, he has chosen, as the only means of attaining the 
high destinies to which we may reasonably aspire. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the 
United States to be hereunto affixed, having signed the same 
with my hand. 

Done at the City of Washington, this 10th day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two, and of the independence of the United States 
the fifty-seventh. 

ANDREW JACKSON.   
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The American Union 
William Lloyd Garrison  

January 10, 1845 
 

Tyrants of the old world! condemners of the rights of man! 
disbelievers in human freedom and equality! enemies of 
mankind! console not yourselves with the delusion, that 
REPUBLICANISM and the AMERICAN UNION are synonymous terms—or 
that the downfall of the latter will be the extinction of 
the former, and, consequently, a proof of the incapacity of 
the people for self-government, and a confirmation of your 
own despotic claims! Your thrones must crumble to dust; your 
sceptre of dominion drop from your powerless hands; your rod 
of oppression be broken; yourselves so vilely abased, that 
there shall be "none so poor to do you reverence." The will 
of God, the beneficent Creator of the human family, cannot 
always be frustrated. It is his will that every form of 
usurpation, every kind of injustice, every device of 
tyranny, shall come to nought; that peace, and liberty, and 
righteousness, shall "reign from sea to sea, and from the 
rivers to the ends of the earth"; and that, throughout the 
earth, in the fulness of a sure redemption, there shall be 
"none to molest or make afraid." Humanity, covered with 
gore, cries with a voice that pierces the heavens. "His will 
be done!" Justice, discrowned by the hand of violence, 
exclaims in tones of deep solemnity, "HIS WILL BE DONE!" 
Liberty, burdened with chains, and driven into exile, in 
thunder-tones responds, "HIS WILL BE DONE!" 

Tyrants! know that the rights of man are inherent and 
unalienable, and therefore, not to be forfeited by the 
failure of any form of government, however democratic. Let 
the American Union perish; let these allied States be torn 
with faction, or drenched in blood; let this republic 
realize the fate of Rome and Carthage, of Babylon and Tyre; 
still those rights would remain undiminished in strength, 
unsullied in purity, unaffected in value, and sacred as 
their Divine Author. If nations perish, it is not because of 
their devotion to liberty, but for their disregard of its 
requirements. Man is superior to all political compacts, all 
governmental arrangements, all religious institutions. As 
means to an end, these may sometimes be useful, though never 
indispensable; but that end must always be the freedom and 
happiness of man, INDIVIDUAL MAN. It can never be true that 
the public good requires the violent sacrifice of any, even 
the humblest citizen; for it is absolutely dependent on his 
preservation, not destruction. To do evil that good may 
come, is equally absurd and criminal. The time for the 
overthrow of any government, the abandonment of any 
alliance, the subversion of any institution, is, whenever it 
justifies the immolation of the individual to secure the 
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general welfare; for the welfare of the many cannot be 
hostile to the safety of the few. In all agreements, in all 
measures, in all political or religious enterprises, in all 
attempts to redeem the human race, man, as an individual, is 
to be held paramount: — 

"Him first, him last, him midst, and without end." 

The doctrine, that the end sanctifies the means, is the 
maxim of profligates and impostors, of usurpers and tyrants. 
They who, to promote the cause of truth will sanction the 
utterance of a falsehood are to be put in the category of 
liars. So, likewise, they who are for trampling on the 
rights of the minority, in order to benefit the majority, 
are to be registered as the monsters of their race. Might is 
never right, excepting when it sees in every human being, "a 
man and a brother," and protects him with a divine fidelity. 
It is the recognition of these truths, the adoption of these 
principles, which alone can extirpate tyranny from the 
earth, perpetuate a free government, and cause the dwellers 
in every clime, "like kindred drops, to mingle into one." 

Tyrants! confident of its overthrow, proclaim not to your 
vassals that the AMERICAN UNION is an experiment of Freedom, 
which, if it fail, will forever demonstrate the necessity of 
whips for the backs, and chains for the limbs of the people. 
Know that its subversion is essential to the triumph of 
justice, the deliverance of the oppressed, the vindication 
of the BROTHERHOOD OF THE RACE. It was conceived in sin, and 
brought forth in iniquity; and its career has been marked by 
unparalleled hypocrisy, by high-handed tyranny, by a bold 
defiance of the omniscience and omnipotence of God. Freedom 
indignantly disowns it, and calls for its extinction; for 
within its borders are three millions of Slaves, whose blood 
constitutes its cement, whose flesh forms a large and 
flourishing branch of its commerce, and who are ranked with 
four-footed beasts and creeping things. To secure the 
adoption of the Constitution of the United States, it was 
agreed, first, that the African slave-trade, —till that 
time, a feeble, isolated colonial traffic, — should for at 
least twenty years be prosecuted as a national interest 
under the American flag, and protected by the national arm; 
—secondly, that a slaveholding oligarchy, created by 
allowing three-fifths of the slave population to be 
represented by their taskmasters, should be allowed a 
permanent seat in Congress;—thirdly, that the slave system 
should be secured against internal revolt and external 
invasion, by the united physical force of the country; —
fourthly, that not a foot of national territory should be 
granted, on which the panting fugitive from Slavery might 
stand, and be safe from his pursuers—thus making every 
citizen a slave-hunter and slave-catcher. To say that this 
"covenant with death" shall not be annulled—that this 
"agreement with hell" shall continue to stand—that this 
"refuge of lies" shall not be swept away—is to hurl defiance 
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at the eternal throne, and to give the lie to Him who sits 
thereon. It is an attempt, alike monstrous and 
impracticable, to blend the light of heaven with the 
darkness of the bottomless pit, to unite the living with the 
dead, to associate the Son of God with the prince of evil. 

Accursed be the AMERICAN UNION, as a stupendous republican 
imposture! 

Accursed be it, as the most frightful despotism, with regard 
to three millions of the people, ever exercised over any 
portion of the human family! 

Accursed be it, as the most subtle and atrocious compromise 
ever made to gratify power and selfishness! 

Accursed be it, as a libel on Democracy, and a bold assault 
on Christianity! 

Accursed be it, as stained with human blood, and supported 
by human sacrifices! 

Accursed be it, for the terrible evils it has inflicted on 
Africa, by burning her villages, ravaging her coast, and 
kidnapping her children, at an enormous expense of human 
life, and for a diabolical purpose! 

Accursed be it, for all the crimes it has committed at home—
for seeking the utter extermination of the red men of its 
wildernesses—and for enslaving one-sixth part of its teeming 
population! 

Accursed be it, for its hypocrisy, its falsehood, its 
impudence, its lust, its cruelty, its oppression! 

Accursed be it, as a mighty obstacle in the way of universal 
freedom and equality! 

Accursed be it, from the foundation to the roof, and may 
there soon not be left one stone upon another, that shall 
not be thrown down! 

Henceforth, the watchword of every uncompromising 
abolitionist, of every friend of God and liberty, must be, 
both in a religious and political sense-"NO UNION WITH 
SLAVEHOLDERS!"   
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DANIEL WEBSTER 

Speech to the United States Senate  
March 7, 1850  

 

Mr. President, - I wish to speak to-day, not as a 
Massachusetts man, nor as a Northern man, but as an 
American, and a member of the Senate of the United States.  
.  .  .   It is not to be denied that we live in the midst 
of strong agitations, and are surrounded by very 
considerable dangers to our institutions and government. The 
imprisoned winds are let loose. The East, the North, and the 
stormy South combine to throw the whole sea into commotion, 
to toss its billows to the skies, and disclose its 
profoundest depths. I do not affect to regard myself, Mr. 
President, as holding, or as fit to hold, the helm in this 
combat with the political elements; but I have a duty to 
perform, and I mean to perform it with fidelity, not without 
a sense of existing dangers, but not without hope. I have a 
part to act, not for my own security or safety, for I am 
looking out for no fragment upon which to float away from 
the wreck, if wreck there must be, but for the good of the 
whole, and the preservation of all; and there is that which 
will keep me to my duty during this struggle, whether the 
sun and the stars shall appear, or shall not appear for many 
days. I speak to-day for the preservation of the Union. 
"Hear me for my cause." I speak to-day, out of a solicitous 
and anxious heart for the restoration to the country of that 
quiet and that harmony which make the blessings of this 
Union so rich, and so dear to us all. These are the topics 
that I propose to myself to discuss; these are the motives, 
and the sole motives, that influence me in the wish to 
communicate my opinions to the Senate and the country; and 
if I can do any thing, however little, for the promotion of 
these ends, I shall have accomplished all that I expect.   

*  *  *   

Now, Sir, upon the general nature and influence of slavery 
there exists a wide difference of opinion between the 
northern portion of this country and the southern. It is 
said on the one side, that, although not the subject of any 
injunction or direct prohibition in the New Testament, 
slavery is a wrong; that it is founded merely in the right 
of the strongest; and that it is an oppression, like unjust 
wars, like all those conflicts by which a powerful nation 
subjects a weaker to its will; and that, in its nature, 
whatever may be said of it in the modifications which have 
taken place, it is not according to the meek spirit of the 
Gospel. It is not "kindly affection"; it does not "seek 
another's, and not its own"; it does not "let the oppressed 
go free." These are sentiments that are cherished, and of 
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late with greatly augmented force, among the people of the 
Northern States. They have taken hold of the religious 
sentiment of that part of the country, as they have, more or 
less, taken hold of the religious feelings of a considerable 
portion of mankind. The South, upon the other side, having 
been accustomed to this relation between the two races all 
their lives, from their birth, having been taught, in 
general, to treat the subjects of this bondage with care and 
kindness, and I believe, in general, feeling great kindness 
for them, have not taken the view of the subject which I 
have mentioned. There are thousands of religious men, with 
consciences as tender as any of their brethren at the North, 
who do not see the unlawfulness of slavery; and there are 
more thousands, perhaps, that, whatsoever they may think of 
it in its origin, and as a matter depending upon natural 
right, yet take things as they are, and finding slavery to 
be an established relation of the society in which they 
live, can see no way in which, let their opinions on the 
abstract question be what they may, it is in the power of 
the present generation to relieve themselves from this 
relation. And candor obliges me to say, that I believe they 
are just as conscientious, many of them, and the religious 
people, all of them, as they are at the North who hold 
different opinions. 

*  *  *   

But we must view things as they are. Slavery does exist in 
the United States. It did exist in the States before the 
adoption of this Constitution, and at that time. Let us, 
therefore, consider for a moment what was the state of 
sentiment, North and South, in regard to slavery, at the 
time this Constitution was adopted. A remarkable change has 
taken place since; but what did the wise and great men of 
all parts of the country think of slavery then? In what 
estimation did they hold it at the time when this 
Constitution was adopted? It will be found, Sir, if we will 
carry ourselves by historical research back to that day, and 
ascertain men's opinions by authentic records still existing 
among us, that there was then no diversity of opinion 
between the North and south upon the subject of slavery. It 
will be found that both parts of the country held it equally 
an evil, a moral and political evil. It will not be found 
that, either at the North or at the South, there was much, 
though there was some, invective against slavery as inhuman 
and cruel. The great ground of objection to it was 
political; that it weakened the social fabric; that, taking 
the place of free labor, society became less strong and 
labor less productive; and therefore we find from all the 
eminent men of the time the clearest expression of their 
opinion that slavery is an evil. They ascribed its existence 
here, not without truth, and not without some acerbity of 
temper and force of language, to the injurious policy of the 
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mother country, who, to favor the navigator, had entailed 
these evils upon the Colonies. I need hardly refer, Sir, 
particularly to the publications of the day. They are 
matters of history on the record. The eminent men, the most 
eminent men, and nearly all the conspicuous politicians of 
the South, held the same sentiments; that slavery was an 
evil, a blight, a scourge, and a curse. There are no terms 
of reprobation of slavery so vehement in the North at that 
day as in the South. The North was not so much excited 
against it as the South; and the reason is, I suppose, that 
there was much less of it at the North, and the people did 
not see, or think they saw, the evils so prominently as they 
were seen, or thought to be seen, at the South. 

Then, Sir, when this Constitution was framed, this was the 
light in which the Federal Convention viewed it. That body 
reflected the judgment and sentiments of the great men of 
the South. A member of the other house, whom I have not the 
honor to know, has, in a recent speech, collected extracts 
from these public documents. They prove the truth of what I 
am saying, and the question then was, how to deal with it, 
and how to deal with it as an evil. They came to this 
general result. They thought that slavery could not be 
continued in the country if the importation of slaves were 
made to cease, and therefore they provided that, after a 
certain period, the importation might be prevented by the 
act of the new government. The period of twenty years was 
proposed by some gentleman from the North, I think, and many 
members of the Convention from the South opposed it as being 
too long. Mr. Madison especially was somewhat warm against 
it. He said it would bring too much of this mischief into 
the country to allow the importation of slaves for such a 
period. Because we must take along with us, in the whole of 
this discussion, when we are considering the sentiments and 
opinions in which the constitutional provision originated, 
that the conviction of all men was, that, if the importation 
of slaves ceased, the white race would multiply faster than 
the black race, and that slavery would therefore gradually 
wear out and expire. It may not be improper here to allude 
to that, I had almost said, celebrated opinion of Mr. 
Madison. You observe, Sir, that the term slave, or slavery, 
is not used in the Constitution. The Constitution does not 
require that "fugitive slaves" shall be delivered up. It 
requires that persons held to service in one State, and 
escaping into another, shall be delivered up. Mr. Madison 
opposed the introduction of the term slave, or slavery, into 
the Constitution; for he said that he did not wish to see it 
recognized by the Constitution of the United States of 
America that there could be property in men. 

*  *  *   

Mr. President, three things are quite clear as historical 
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truths. One is, that there was an expectation that, on the 
ceasing of the importation of slaves from Africa, slavery 
would begin to run out here. That was hoped and expected. 
Another is, that,, as far as there was any power in Congress 
to prevent the spread of slavery in the United States, that 
power was executed in the most absolute manner, and to the 
fullest extent. An honorable member ... said, the other day, 
that he considered this Ordinance as the first in the series 
of measures calculated to enfeeble the South, and deprive 
them of their just participation in the benefits and 
privileges of this government. He says, very properly, that 
it was enacted under the old Confederation, and before this 
Constitution went into effect; but my present purpose is 
only to say, Mr. President, that it was established with the 
entire and unanimous concurrence of the whole South. Why, 
there it stands! The vote of every State in the Union was 
unanimous in favor of the [Northwest] Ordinance, with the 
exception of a single individual vote, and that individual 
vote was given by a Northern man. This Ordinance prohibiting 
slavery for ever northwest of the Ohio has the hand and seal 
of every Southern member in Congress. It was therefore no 
aggression of the North on the South. The other and third 
clear historical truth is, that the Convention meant to 
leave slavery in the States as they found it, entirely under 
the authority and control of the States themselves. 

*  *  *   

Here we may pause. There was, if not an entire unanimity, a 
general concurrence of sentiment running through the whole 
community, and especially entertained by the eminent men of 
all parts of the country. But soon a change began, at the 
North and the South, and a difference of opinion showed 
itself; the North growing much more warm and strong against 
slavery, and the South growing much more warm and strong in 
its support. Sir, there is no generation of mankind whose 
opinions are not subject to be influenced by what appear to 
them to be their present emergent and exigent interests. I 
impute to the South no particularly selfish view in the 
change which has come over her. I impute to her certainly no 
dishonest view. All that has happened has been natural. It 
has followed those causes which always influence the human 
mind and operate upon it. What, then, have been the causes 
which have created so new a feeling in favor of slavery in 
the South, which have changed the whole nomenclature of the 
South on that subject, so that, from being thought and 
described in the terms I have mentioned and will not repeat, 
it has now become an institution, a cherished institution, 
in that quarter; no evil, no scourge, but a great religious, 
social, and moral blessing, as I think I have heard it 
latterly spoken of? I suppose this, Sir, is owing to the 
rapid growth and sudden extension of the COTTON plantations 
of the South. So far as any motive consistent with honor, 
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justice, and general judgment could act, it was the COTTON 
interest that gave a new desire to promote slavery, to 
spread it, and to use its labor. I again say that this 
change was produced by causes which must always produce like 
effects. The whole interest of the South became connected, 
more or less, with the extension of slavery. If we look back 
to the history of the commerce of this country in the early 
years of this government, what were our exports? Cotton was 
hardly, or but to a very limited extent, known. In 1791 the 
first parcel of cotton of the growth of the United States 
was exported, and amounted only to 19,200 pounds. It has 
gone on increasing rapidly, until the whole crop may now, 
perhaps, in a season of great product and high prices, 
amount to a hundred millions of dollars.  .  .  . 

Well, Sir, we know what followed. The age of cotton became 
the golden age of our Southern brethren. It gratified their 
desire for improvement and accumulation, at the same time 
that it excited it. The desire grew by what it fed upon, and 
there soon came to be an eagerness for other territory, a 
new area or new areas for the cultivation of the cotton 
crop; and measures leading to this result were brought about 
rapidly, one after another, under the lead of Southern men 
at the head of the government, they having a majority in 
both branches of Congress to accomplish their ends.  .  .  .  
[N]o man acquainted with the history of the Union can deny 
that the general lead in the politics of the country, for 
three fourths of the period that has elapsed since the 
adoption of the Constitution, has been a Southern lead. 

*  *  *   

.  .  .  .  Sir, upon these various grievances existing on 
the one side and on the other. I begin with complaints of 
the South.  .  .  .  and especially to one which has in my 
opinion just foundation; and that is, that there has been 
found at the North, among individuals and among legislators, 
a disinclination to perform fully their constitutional 
duties in regard to the return of persons bound to service 
who have escaped into the free States. In that respect, the 
South, in my judgment, is right, and the North is wrong. 
Every member of every Northern legislature is bound by oath, 
like every other officer in the country, to support the 
Constitution of the United States; and the article of the 
Constitution which says to these States that they shall 
deliver up fugitives from service is as binding in honor and 
conscience as any other article. No man fulfills his duty in 
any legislature who sets himself to find excuses, evasions, 
escapes from this constitutional obligation. I have always 
thought that the Constitution addressed itself to the 
legislatures of the States or to the States themselves. It 
says that those persons escaping to other States "shall be 
delivered up," and I confess I have always been of the 
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opinion that it was an injunction upon the States 
themselves. When it is said that a person escaping into 
another State, and coming therefore within the jurisdiction 
of that State, shall be delivered up, it seems to me the 
import of the clause is, that the State itself, in obedience 
to the Constitution, shall cause him to be delivered up. 
That is my judgment. I have always entertained that opinion, 
and I entertain it now. But when the subject, some years 
ago, was before the Supreme Court of the United States, the 
majority of the judges held that the power to cause 
fugitives from service to be delivered up was a power to be 
exercised under the authority of this government.5  I do not 
know, on the whole, that it may not have been a fortunate 
decision. My habit is to respect the result of judicial 
deliberations and the solemnity of judicial decisions. As it 
now stands, the business of seeing that these fugitives are 
delivered up resides in the power of Congress and the 
national judicature, and my friend at the head of the 
Judiciary Committee has a bill on the subject now before the 
Senate, which, with some amendments to it, I propose to 
support, with all its provisions, to the fullest extent. And 
I desire to call the attention of all sober-minded men at 
the North, of all conscientious men, of all men who are not 
carried away by some fanatical idea or some false 
impression, to their constitutional obligations. I put it to 
all the sober and sound minds at the North as a question of 
morals and a question of conscience. What right they have, 
in their legislative capacity or any other capacity, to 
endeavor to get round this Constitution, or to embarrass the 
free exercise of the rights secured by the Constitution to 
the persons whose slaves escape from them? None at all; none 
at all. Neither in the forum of conscience, nor before the 
face of the Constitution, are they, in my opinion, justified 
in such an attempt. Of course it is a matter for their 
consideration. They probably, in the excitement of the 
times, have not stopped to consider of this.  .  .  .  I 
repeat, therefore, Sir, that here is a well-founded ground 
of complaint against the North, which ought to be removed, 
which it is now in the power of the different departments of 
this government to remove; which calls for the enactment of 
proper laws authorizing the judicature of this government, 
in the several States, to do all that is necessary for the 
recapture of fugitive slaves and for their restoration to 
those who claim them. Wherever I go, and whenever I speak on 
the subject, and when I speak here I desire to speak to the 
whole North, I say that the South has been injured in this 
respect, and has a right to complain; and the North has been 
too careless of what I think the Constitution peremptorily 
and emphatically enjoins upon her as a duty. 

*  *  *   

                                                 
5 Prigg v. Pennsylvania (1833).   
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Then, Sir, there are the Abolition societies, of which I am 
unwilling to speak, but in regard to which I have very clear 
notions and opinions. I do not think them useful. I think 
their operations for the last twenty years have produced 
nothing good or valuable. At the same time, I believe 
thousands of their members to be honest and good men, 
perfectly well-meaning men. They have excited feelings; they 
think they must do something for the cause of liberty; and, 
in their sphere of action, they do not see what else they 
can do than to contribute to an Abolition press, or an 
Abolition society, or to pay an Abolition lecturer. I do not 
mean to impute gross motives even to the leaders of these 
societies, but I am not blind to the consequences of their 
proceedings. I cannot but see what mischiefs their 
interference with the South has produced. And is it not 
plain to every man? .  .  .  At that time Virginia was not 
unwilling or afraid to discuss this question, and to let 
that part of her population know as much of the discussion 
as they could learn. That was in 1832. As has been said by 
the honorable member from South Carolina, these Abolition 
societies commenced their course of action in 1835. It is 
said, I do not know how true it may be, that they sent 
incendiary publications into the slave States; at any rate, 
they attempted to arouse, and did arouse, a very strong 
feeling; in other words, they created great agitation in the 
North against Southern slavery. Well, what was the result? 
The bonds of the slaves were bound more firmly than before, 
their rivets were more strongly fastened. Public opinion, 
which in Virginia had begun to be exhibited against slavery, 
and was opening out for the discussion of the question, drew 
back and shut itself up in its castle.  .  .  .  We all know 
the fact, and we all know the cause; and every thing that 
these agitating people have done has been, not to enlarge, 
but to restrain, not to set free, but to bind faster, the 
slave population of the South. 

*  *  *   

Well, in all this I see no solid grievance, no grievance 
presented by the South, within the redress of the 
government, but the single one to which I have referred; and 
that is, the want of a proper regard to the injunction of 
the Constitution for the delivery of fugitive slaves. 

There are also complaints of the North against the South. I 
need not go over them particularly. The first and gravest 
is, that the North adopted the Constitution, recognizing the 
existence of slavery in the States, and recognizing the 
right, to a certain extent, of the representation of slaves 
in Congress, under a state of sentiment and expectation 
which does not now exist; and that, by events, by 
circumstances, by the eagerness of the South to acquire 
territory and extend her slave population, the North finds 
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itself, in regard to the relative influence of the South and 
the North, of the free States and the slave States, where it 
never did expect to find itself when they agreed to the 
compact of the Constitution. They complain, therefore, that, 
instead of slavery being regarded as an evil, as it was 
then, an evil which all hoped would be extinguished 
gradually, it is now regarded by the South as an institution 
to be cherished, and preserved, and extended; an institution 
which the South has already extended to the utmost of her 
power by the acquisition of new territory. 

*  *  *   

There is a more tangible and irritating cause of grievance 
at the North. Free blacks are constantly employed in the 
vessels of the North, generally as cooks or stewards. When 
the vessel arrives at a Southern port, these free colored 
men are taken on shore, by the police or municipal 
authority, imprisoned, and kept in prison till the vessel is 
again ready to sail. This is not only irritating, but 
exceedingly unjustifiable and oppressive. Mr. Hoar's 
mission, some time ago, to South Carolina, was a well-
intended effort to remove this cause of complaint. The North 
thinks such imprisonments illegal and unconstitutional; and 
as the cases occur constantly and frequently, they regard it 
as a great grievance. 

*  *  *   

Mr. President, I should much prefer to have heard from every 
member on this floor declarations of opinion that this Union 
could never be dissolved, than the declaration of opinion by 
any body, that, in any case, under the pressure of any 
circumstances, such a dissolution was possible. I hear with 
distress and anguish the word "secession," especially when 
it falls from the lips of those who are patriotic, and known 
to the country, and known all over the world, for their 
political services. Secession! Peaceable secession! Sir, 
your eyes and mine are never destined to see that miracle. 
The dismemberment of this vast country without convulsion! 
The breaking up of the fountains of the great deep without 
ruffling the surface! Who is so foolish, I beg every body's 
pardon, as to expect to see any such thing?  .  .  .  There 
can be no such thing as a peaceable secession. Peaceable 
secession is an utter impossibility. Is the great 
Constitution under which we live, covering the whole 
country, is to be thawed and melted away by secession, as 
the snows on the mountains melt under the influence of a 
vernal sun, disappear almost unobserved, and run off? No, 
Sir! No, Sir! I will not state what might produce the 
disruption of the Union; but, Sir, I see as plainly as I see 
the sun in heaven what that disruption itself must produce; 
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I see that it must produce war, and such a war as I will not 
describe, in its twofold character. 

Peaceable secession! Peaceable secession! The concurrent 
agreement of all members of this great republic to separate! 
A voluntary separation with alimony on one side and on the 
other. Why, what would be the result? Where is the line to 
be drawn? What States are to secede? What is to remain 
American? What am I to be? An American no longer? Am I to 
become a sectional man, a local man, a separatist, with no 
country in common with the gentlemen who sit around me here, 
or who fill the other house of Congress? Heaven forbid! 
Where is the flag of the republic to remain? Where is the 
eagle still to tower? or is he to cower, and shrink, and 
fall to the ground? Why, Sir, our ancestors, our fathers and 
our grandfathers, those of them that are yet living amongst 
us with prolonged lives, would rebuke and reproach us; and 
our children and our grandchildren would cry out shame upon 
us, if we of this generation should dishonor these ensigns 
of the power of the government and the harmony of that Union 
which is every day felt among us with so much joy and 
gratitude.  .  .  .  Sir, I may express myself too strongly, 
perhaps, but there are other impossibilities in the natural 
as well as in the physical world, and I hold the idea of a 
separation of these States, those that are free to form one 
government, and those that are slave-holding to form 
another, as such an impossibility. We could not separate the 
States by any such line, if we were to draw it. We could not 
sit down here to-day and draw a line of separation that 
would satisfy any five men in the country. There are natural 
causes that would keep and tie us together, and there are 
social and domestic relations which we could not break if we 
would, and which we should not if we could. 

*  *  *   

I have one other remark to make.  .  .  .  that if any 
gentleman from the South shall propose a scheme, to be 
carried on by this government upon a large scale, for the 
transportation of free colored people to any colony or any 
place in the world, I should be quite disposed to incur 
almost any degree of expense to accomplish that object. .  .  
.   

*  *  *   

And now, Mr. President, instead of speaking of the 
possibility or utility of secession, instead of dwelling in 
those caverns of darkness, instead of groping with those 
ideas so full of all that is horrid and horrible, let us 
come out into the light of day; let us enjoy the fresh air 
of Liberty and Union; let us cherish those hopes which 
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belong to us; let us devote ourselves to those great objects 
that are fit for our consideration and our action; let us 
raise our conceptions to the magnitude and the importance of 
the duties that devolve upon us; let our comprehension be as 
broad as the country for which we act, our aspirations as 
high as its certain destiny; let us not be pigmies in a case 
that calls for men. Never did there devolve on any 
generation of men higher trusts than now devolve upon us, 
for the preservation of the Constitution and the harmony and 
peace of all who are destined to live under it. Let us make 
our generation of the strongest and brightest links in that 
golden chain which is destined, I fondly believe, to grapple 
the people of all the States to this Constitution for ages 
to come. We have a great, popular, constitutional government 
guarded by law and by judicature, and defended by the 
affections of the whole people. No monarchical throne 
presses these States together, no iron chain of military 
power encircles them; they live and stand under a government 
popular in its form, representative in its character, 
founded upon principles of equality, and so constructed, we 
hope, as to last for ever.  .  .  .   
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Fugitive Slave Act of 18506

Section 1 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the persons who have been, or may hereafter be, appointed 
commissioners, in virtue of any act of Congress, by the 
Circuit Courts of the United States, and Who, in consequence 
of such appointment, are authorized to exercise the powers 
that any justice of the peace, or other magistrate of any of 
the United States, may exercise in respect to offenders for 
any crime or offense against the United States, by 
arresting, imprisoning, or bailing the same under and by the 
virtue of the thirty-third section of the act of the twenty-
fourth of September seventeen hundred and eighty-nine, 
entitled "An Act to establish the judicial courts of the 
United States" shall be, and are hereby, authorized and 
required to exercise and discharge all the powers and duties 
conferred by this act. 

Section 2 

And be it further enacted, That the Superior Court of 
each organized Territory of the United States shall have the 
same power to appoint commissioners to take acknowledgments 
of bail and affidavits, and to take depositions of witnesses 
in civil causes, which is now possessed by the Circuit Court 
of the United States; and all commissioners who shall 
hereafter be appointed for such purposes by the Superior 
Court of any organized Territory of the United States, shall 
possess all the powers, and exercise all the duties, 
conferred by law upon the commissioners appointed by the 
Circuit Courts of the United States for similar purposes, 
and shall moreover exercise and discharge all the powers and 
duties conferred by this act. 

Section 3 

And be it further enacted, That the Circuit Courts of 
the United States shall from time to time enlarge the number 
of the commissioners, with a view to afford reasonable 
facilities to reclaim fugitives from labor, and to the 
prompt discharge of the duties imposed by this act. 

Section 4 

                                                 
6 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/fugitive.htm.   

 47



And be it further enacted, That the commissioners above 
named shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the judges of 
the Circuit and District Courts of the United States, in 
their respective circuits and districts within the several 
States, and the judges of the Superior Courts of the 
Territories, severally and collectively, in term-time and 
vacation; shall grant certificates to such claimants, upon 
satisfactory proof being made, with authority to take and 
remove such fugitives from service or labor, under the 
restrictions herein contained, to the State or Territory 
from which such persons may have escaped or fled. 

Section 5 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
all marshals and deputy marshals to obey and execute all 
warrants and precepts issued under the provisions of this 
act, when to them directed; and should any marshal or deputy 
marshal refuse to receive such warrant, or other process, 
when tendered, or to use all proper means diligently to 
execute the same, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined 
in the sum of one thousand dollars, to the use of such 
claimant, on the motion of such claimant, by the Circuit or 
District Court for the district of such marshal; and after 
arrest of such fugitive, by such marshal or his deputy, or 
whilst at any time in his custody under the provisions of 
this act, should such fugitive escape, whether with or 
without the assent of such marshal or his deputy, such 
marshal shall be liable, on his official bond, to be 
prosecuted for the benefit of such claimant, for the full 
value of the service or labor of said fugitive in the State, 
Territory, or District whence he escaped: and the better to 
enable the said commissioners, when thus appointed, to 
execute their duties faithfully and efficiently, in 
conformity with the requirements of the Constitution of the 
United States and of this act, they are hereby authorized 
and empowered, within their counties respectively, to 
appoint, in writing under their hands, any one or more 
suitable persons, from time to time, to execute all such 
warrants and other process as may be issued by them in the 
lawful performance of their respective duties; with 
authority to such commissioners, or the persons to be 
appointed by them, to execute process as aforesaid, to 
summon and call to their aid the bystanders, or posse 
comitatus of the proper county, when necessary to ensure a 
faithful observance of the clause of the Constitution 
referred to, in conformity with the provisions of this act; 
and all good citizens are hereby commanded to aid and assist 
in the prompt and efficient execution of this law, whenever 
their services may be required, as aforesaid, for that 
purpose; and said warrants shall run, and be executed by 
said officers, any where in the State within which they are 
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issued. 

Section 6 

And be it further enacted, That when a person held to 
service or labor in any State or Territory of the United 
States, has heretofore or shall hereafter escape into 
another State or Territory of the United States, the person 
or persons to whom such service or labor may be due, or his, 
her, or their agent or attorney, duly authorized, by power 
of attorney, in writing, acknowledged and certified under 
the seal of some legal officer or court of the State or 
Territory in which the same may be executed, may pursue and 
reclaim such fugitive person, either by procuring a warrant 
from some one of the courts, judges, or commissioners 
aforesaid, of the proper circuit, district, or county, for 
the apprehension of such fugitive from service or labor, or 
by seizing and arresting such fugitive, where the same can 
be done without process, and by taking, or causing such 
person to be taken, forthwith before such court, judge, or 
commissioner, whose duty it shall be to hear and determine 
the case of such claimant in a summary manner; and upon 
satisfactory proof being made, by deposition or affidavit, 
in writing, to be taken and certified by such court, judge, 
or commissioner, or by other satisfactory testimony, duly 
taken and certified by some court, magistrate, justice of 
the peace, or other legal officer authorized to administer 
an oath and take depositions under the laws of the State or 
Territory from which such person owing service or labor may 
have escaped, with a certificate of such magistracy or other 
authority, as aforesaid, with the seal of the proper court 
or officer thereto attached, which seal shall be sufficient 
to establish the competency of the proof, and with proof, 
also by affidavit, of the identity of the person whose 
service or labor is claimed to be due as aforesaid, that the 
person so arrested does in fact owe service or labor to the 
person or persons claiming him or her, in the State or 
Territory from which such fugitive may have escaped as 
aforesaid, and that said person escaped, to make out and 
deliver to such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, a 
certificate setting forth the substantial facts as to the 
service or labor due from such fugitive to the claimant, and 
of his or her escape from the State or Territory in which he 
or she was arrested, with authority to such claimant, or his 
or her agent or attorney, to use such reasonable force and 
restraint as may be necessary, under the circumstances of 
the case, to take and remove such fugitive person back to 
the State or Territory whence he or she may have escaped as 
aforesaid. In no trial or hearing under this act shall the 
testimony of such alleged fugitive be admitted in evidence; 
and the certificates in this and the first [fourth] section 
mentioned, shall be conclusive of the right of the person or 
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persons in whose favor granted, to remove such fugitive to 
the State or Territory from which he escaped, and shall 
prevent all molestation of such person or persons by any 
process issued by any court, judge, magistrate, or other 
person whomsoever. 

Section 7 

And be it further enacted, That any person who shall 
knowingly and willingly obstruct, hinder, or prevent such 
claimant, his agent or attorney, or any person or persons 
lawfully assisting him, her, or them, from arresting such a 
fugitive from service or labor, either with or without 
process as aforesaid, or shall rescue, or attempt to rescue, 
such fugitive from service or labor, from the custody of 
such claimant, his or her agent or attorney, or other person 
or persons lawfully assisting as aforesaid, when so 
arrested, pursuant to the authority herein given and 
declared; or shall aid, abet, or assist such person so owing 
service or labor as aforesaid, directly or indirectly, to 
escape from such claimant, his agent or attorney, or other 
person or persons legally authorized as aforesaid; or shall 
harbor or conceal such fugitive, so as to prevent the 
discovery and arrest of such person, after notice or 
knowledge of the fact that such person was a fugitive from 
service or labor as aforesaid, shall, for either of said 
offences, be subject to a fine not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, by 
indictment and conviction before the District Court of the 
United States for the district in which such offence may 
have been committed, or before the proper court of criminal 
jurisdiction, if committed within any one of the organized 
Territories of the United States; and shall moreover forfeit 
and pay, by way of civil damages to the party injured by 
such illegal conduct, the sum of one thousand dollars for 
each fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be recovered by 
action of debt, in any of the District or Territorial Courts 
aforesaid, within whose jurisdiction the said offence may 
have been committed. 

Section 8 

And be it further enacted, That the marshals, their 
deputies, and the clerks of the said District and 
Territorial Courts, shall be paid, for their services, the 
like fees as may be allowed for similar services in other 
cases; and where such services are rendered exclusively in 
the arrest, custody, and delivery of the fugitive to the 
claimant, his or her agent or attorney, or where such 
supposed fugitive may be discharged out of custody for the 
want of sufficient proof as aforesaid, then such fees are to 
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be paid in whole by such claimant, his or her agent or 
attorney; and in all cases where the proceedings are before 
a commissioner, he shall be entitled to a fee of ten dollars 
in full for his services in each case, upon the delivery of 
the said certificate to the claimant, his agent or attorney; 
or a fee of five dollars in cases where the proof shall not, 
in the opinion of such commissioner, warrant such 
certificate and delivery, inclusive of all services incident 
to such arrest and examination, to be paid, in either case, 
by the claimant, his or her agent or attorney. The person or 
persons authorized to execute the process to be issued by 
such commissioner for the arrest and detention of fugitives 
from service or labor as aforesaid, shall also be entitled 
to a fee of five dollars each for each person he or they may 
arrest, and take before any commissioner as aforesaid, at 
the instance and request of such claimant, with such other 
fees as may be deemed reasonable by such commissioner for 
such other additional services as may be necessarily 
performed by him or them; such as attending at the 
examination, keeping the fugitive in custody, and providing 
him with food and lodging during his detention, and until 
the final determination of such commissioners; and, in 
general, for performing such other duties as may be required 
by such claimant, his or her attorney or agent, or 
commissioner in the premises, such fees to be made up in 
conformity with the fees usually charged by the officers of 
the courts of justice within the proper district or county, 
as near as may be practicable, and paid by such claimants, 
their agents or attorneys, whether such supposed fugitives 
from service or labor be ordered to be delivered to such 
claimant by the final determination of such commissioner or 
not. 

Section 9 

And be it further enacted, That, upon affidavit made by 
the claimant of such fugitive, his agent or attorney, after 
such certificate has been issued, that he has reason to 
apprehend that such fugitive will he rescued by force from 
his or their possession before he can be taken beyond the 
limits of the State in which the arrest is made, it shall be 
the duty of the officer making the arrest to retain such 
fugitive in his custody, and to remove him to the State 
whence he fled, and there to deliver him to said claimant, 
his agent, or attorney. And to this end, the officer 
aforesaid is hereby authorized and required to employ so 
many persons as he may deem necessary to overcome such 
force, and to retain them in his service so long as 
circumstances may require. The said officer and his 
assistants, while so employed, to receive the same 
compensation, and to be allowed the same expenses, as are 
now allowed by law for transportation of criminals, to be 
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certified by the judge of the district within which the 
arrest is made, and paid out of the treasury of the United 
States. 

Section 10 

And be it further enacted, That when any person held to 
service or labor in any State or Territory, or in the 
District of Columbia, shall escape therefrom, the party to 
whom such service or labor shall be due, his, her, or their 
agent or attorney, may apply to any court of record therein, 
or judge thereof in vacation, and make satisfactory proof to 
such court, or judge in vacation, of the escape aforesaid, 
and that the person escaping owed service or labor to such 
party. Whereupon the court shall cause a record to be made 
of the matters so proved, and also a general description of 
the person so escaping, with such convenient certainty as 
may be; and a transcript of such record, authenticated by 
the attestation of the clerk and of the seal of the said 
court, being produced in any other State, Territory, or 
district in which the person so escaping may be found, and 
being exhibited to any judge, commissioner, or other office, 
authorized by the law of the United States to cause persons 
escaping from service or labor to be delivered up, shall be 
held and taken to be full and conclusive evidence of the 
fact of escape, and that the service or labor of the person 
escaping is due to the party in such record mentioned. And 
upon the production by the said party of other and further 
evidence if necessary, either oral or by affidavit, in 
addition to what is contained in the said record of the 
identity of the person escaping, he or she shall be 
delivered up to the claimant, And the said court, 
commissioner, judge, or other person authorized by this act 
to grant certificates to claimants or fugitives, shall, upon 
the production of the record and other evidences aforesaid, 
grant to such claimant a certificate of his right to take 
any such person identified and proved to be owing service or 
labor as aforesaid, which certificate shall authorize such 
claimant to seize or arrest and transport such person to the 
State or Territory from which he escaped: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed as requiring the 
production of a transcript of such record as evidence as 
aforesaid. But in its absence the claim shall be heard and 
determined upon other satisfactory proofs, competent in law. 

Approved, September 18, 1850. 
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John Brown’s Speech to the Court (1859) 
 

John Brown (1800-1859), a dangerous, fanatical abolitionist 
to some and a freedom fighter to others, was sentenced to 
hang by a state court of Virginia on Nov. 2, 1859, for his 
role organizing a raid on the federal armory at Harper’s 
Ferry, Virginia, in October 1859.  He had planned to 
distribute weapons to runaway slaves and establish a “free 
territory” that would be a haven for fugitive slaves in the 
mountains of West Virginia.  The plan was foiled when word 
of the raid reached Richmond, Virginia, and the plot was 
quickly foiled by armed U.S. troops.  Interestingly, the 
U.S. cavalry unit was led by Col. Robert E. Lee of Virginia.  
The night of Brown’s execution, the courthouse was guarded 
by U.S. troops, among whom was a young enlisted man by the 
name of John Wilkes Booth.     
 
I have, may it please the court, a few words to say. In the 
first place, I deny everything but what I have all along 
admitted -- the design on my part to free the slaves. I 
intended certainly to have made a clean thing of that 
matter, as I did last winter when I went into Missouri and 
there took slaves without the snapping of a gun on either 
side, moved them through the country, and finally left them 
in Canada. I designed to have done the same thing again on a 
larger scale. That was all I intended. I never did intend 
murder, or treason, or the destruction of property, or to 
excite or incite slaves to rebellion, or to make 
insurrection. 

I have another objection; and that is, it is unjust that I 
should suffer such a penalty. Had I interfered in the manner 
which I admit, and which I admit has been fairly proved (for 
I admire the truthfulness and candor of the greater portion 
of the witnesses who have testified in this case)--had I so 
interfered in behalf of the rich, the powerful, the 
intelligent, the so-called great, or in behalf of any of 
their friends--either father, mother, brother, sister, wife, 
or children, or any of that class--and suffered and 
sacrificed what I have in this interference, it would have 
been all right; and every man in this court would have 
deemed it an act worthy of reward rather than punishment. 

This court acknowledges, as I suppose, the validity of the 
law of God. I see a book kissed here which I suppose to be 
the Bible, or at least the New Testament. That teaches me 
that all things whatsoever I would that men should do to me, 
I should do even so to them. It teaches me, further, to 
"remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them." I 
endeavored to act up to that instruction. I say I am yet too 
young to understand that God is any respecter of persons. I 
believe that to have interfered as I have done--as I have 
always freely admitted I have done--in behalf of His 
despised poor was not wrong, but right. Now, if it is deemed 
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necessary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance 
of the ends of justice, and mingle my blood further with the 
blood of my children and with the blood of millions in this 
slave country whose rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, 
and unjust enactments--I submit; so let it be done! 

Let me say one word further. 

I feel entirely satisfied with the treatment I have received 
on my trial. Considering all the circumstances it has been 
more generous than I expected. But I feel no consciousness 
of guilt. I have stated that from the first what was my 
intention and what was not. I never had any design against 
the life of any person, nor any disposition to commit 
treason, or excite slaves to rebel, or make any general 
insurrection. I never encouraged any man to do so, but 
always discouraged any idea of that kind. 

Let me say also a word in regard to the statements made by 
some of those connected with me. I her it has been stated by 
some of them that I have induced them to join me. But the 
contrary is true. I do not say this to injure them, but as 
regretting their weakness. There is not one of them but 
joined me of his own accord, and the greater part of them at 
their own expense. A number of them I never saw, and never 
had a word of conversation with till the day they came to 
me; and that was for the purpose I have stated. 

Now I have done. 
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Crittenden Compromise (1860) 7   
 

Whereas, serious and alarming dissensions have arisen 
between the Northern and Southern States, concerning the 
rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding 
States, and especially their rights in the common territory 
of the United States; and whereas it is eminently desirable 
and proper that these dissensions, which now threaten the 
very existence of this Union, should be permanently quieted 
and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do 
equal justice to all sections, and thereby restore to the 
people that peace and good will which ought to prevail 
between all the citizens of the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of both Houses concurring), That the following 
articles be, and are hereby, proposed and submitted as 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, which 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of said 
Constitution, when ratified by conventions of three-fourths 
of the several States: 

ARTICLE I. 

In all the territory of the United States now held, or 
hereafter acquired, situated north of latitude 36° 30', 
slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime, is prohibited while such territory shall remain under 
territorial government. In all the territory south of said 
line of latitude, slavery of the African race is hereby 
recognized as existing, and shall not be interfered with by 
Congress, but shall be protected as property by all the 
departments of the territorial government during its 
continuance. And when any Territory, north or south of said 
line, within such boundaries as Congress may prescribe, 
shall contain the population requisite for a member of 
Congress according to the then Federal ratio of 
representation of the people of the United States, it shall, 
if its form of government be republican, be admitted into 
the Union, on an equal footing with the original States, 
with or without slavery, as the constitution of such new 
State may provide. 

ARTICLE II. 

Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in 
places under its exclusive jurisdiction, and situate within 
the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

ARTICLE III. 

Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within 
the District of Columbia, so long as it exists in the 
                                                 
7 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/amerdoc/critten.htm.  Paul Leicester Ford, ed., The 
Federalist, (New York, 1898).   
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adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor 
without the consent of the inhabitants, nor without just 
compensation first made to such owners of slaves as do not 
consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time 
prohibit officers of the Federal Government, or members of 
Congress, whose duties require them to be in said District, 
from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as 
such, during the time their duties may require them to 
remain there, and afterward taking them from the District. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the 
transportation of slaves from one State to another, or to a 
Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, 
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or 
by the sea. 

ARTICLE V. 

That in addition to the provisions of the third 
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have power 
to provide by law, and it shall be its duty so to provide, 
that the United States shall pay to the owner who shall 
apply for it, the full value of his fugitive slave in all 
cases when the marshal or other officer whose duty it was to 
arrest said fugitive was prevented from so doing by violence 
or intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive was 
rescued by force, the owner thereby prevented and obstructed 
in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of his 
fugitive slave under the said clause of the Constitution and 
the laws made in pursuance thereof. And in all such cases, 
when the United States shall pay for such fugitive, they 
shall have the right, in their own name, to sue the county 
in which said violence, intimidation, or rescue was 
committed, and to recover from it, with interest and 
damages, the amount paid by them for said fugitive slave. 
And the said county, after it has paid said amount to the 
United States may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from 
the wrongdoers or rescuers by whom the owner was prevented 
from the recovery of his fugitive slave, in like manner as 
the owner himself might have sued and recovered. 

ARTICLE VI. 

No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the 
five preceding articles; nor the third paragraph of the 
second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor 
the third paragraph of the second section of the fourth 
article of said Constitution and no amendment shall be made 
to the Constitution which shall authorize or give to 
Congress any power to abolish or interfere with slavery in 
any of the States by whose laws it is, or may be allowed or 
permitted. 

And whereas, also, besides these causes of dissension 
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embraced in the foregoing amendments proposed to the 
Constitution of the United States, there are others which 
come within the jurisdiction of Congress, as far as its 
power will extend, to remove all just cause for the popular 
discontent and agitation which now disturb the peace of the 
country, and threaten the stability of its institutions: 
Therefore, 

1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled That 
the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves 
are in strict pursuance of the plain and mandatory 
provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned as 
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, that the slaveholding States are 
entitled to the faithful observance and execution of those 
laws, and that they ought not to be repealed, or so modified 
or changed as to impair their efficiency; and that laws 
ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt by 
rescue of the slave, or other illegal means, to hinder or 
defeat the clue execution of said laws, 

2. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive 
slave acts of Congress, or any other constitutional acts of 
Congress, or which, in their operation, impede, hinder, or 
delay the free course and due execution of any of said acts, 
are null and void by the plain provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States; yet those State laws, 
void as they are, have given color to practice, and led to 
consequences which have obstructed the due administration 
and execution of acts of Congress, and especially the acts 
for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby 
contributed much to the discord and commotion now 
prevailing. Congress, therefore, in the present perilous 
juncture, does not deem it improper respectfully and 
earnestly to recommend the repeal of those laws to the 
several States which have enacted them, or such legislative 
corrections or explanations of them as may prevent their 
being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes. 

3. That the act of the 18th of September, 1850, commonly 
called the fugitive slave law, ought to be so amended as to 
make the fee of the commissioner, mentioned in the eighth 
section of the act equal in amount, in the cases decided by 
claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause of 
the fifth section of said act which authorizes the person 
holding a warrant for the arrest or detention of a fugitive 
slave, to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which 
declares it to be the duty of all good citizens to assist 
hen in its execution, ought to be so amended as to expressly 
limit the authority and duty to cases in which there shall 
be resistance or danger of resistance or rescue. 

4, That the laws for the suppression of the African 
slave-trade and especially those prohibiting the importation 
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of slaves in the United States, ought to be made effectual, 
and ought to be thoroughly executed; and all further 
enactments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly 
made.   
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A Declaration of the Immediate Causes which Induce and 
Justify the Secession of the State of Mississippi from 
the Federal Union, 1860.8

  
In the momentous step, which our State has taken of 
dissolving its connection with the government of which we 
so long formed a part, it is but just that we should 
declare the prominent reasons which have induced our 
course. 
  
Our position is thoroughly identified with the 
institution of slavery - the greatest material interest 
of the world. Its labor supplies the product, which 
constitutes by far the largest and most important 
portions of commerce of the earth. These products are 
peculiar to the climate verging on the tropical regions, 
and by an imperious law of nature, none but the black 
race can bear exposure to the tropical sun. These 
products have become necessities of the world, and a blow 
at slavery is a blow at commerce and civilization. That 
blow has been long aimed at the institution, and was at 
the point of reaching its consummation. There was no 
choice left us but submission to the mandates of 
abolition, or a dissolution of the Union, whose 
principles had been subverted to work out our ruin. 
  
That we do not overstate the dangers to our institution, 
a reference to a few facts will sufficiently prove. 
  
The hostility to this institution commenced before the 
adoption of the Constitution, and was manifested in the 
well-known Ordinance of 1787, in regard to the 
Northwestern Territory. 
  
The feeling increased, until, in 1819-20, it deprived the 
South of more than half the vast territory acquired from 
France. 
The same hostility dismembered Texas and seized upon all 
the territory acquired from Mexico. 
  
It has grown until it denies the right of property in 
slaves, and refuses protection to that right on the high 
seas, in the Territories, and wherever the government of 
the United States had jurisdiction. 
  
It refuses the admission of new slave States into the 
Union, and seeks to extinguish it by confining it within 
its present limits, denying the power of expansion. 
  
It tramples the original equality of the South under 
foot. 

                                                 
8 http://www.civil-war.net/pages/mississippi_declaration.asp.   
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It has nullified the Fugitive Slave Law in almost every 
free State in the Union, and has utterly broken the 
compact, which our fathers pledged their faith to 
maintain. 
  
It advocates negro equality, socially and politically, 
and promotes insurrection and incendiarism in our midst. 
  
It has enlisted its press, its pulpit and its schools 
against us, until the whole popular mind of the North is 
excited and inflamed with prejudice. 
It has made combinations and formed associations to carry 
out its schemes of emancipation in the States and 
wherever else slavery exists. 
It seeks not to elevate or to support the slave, but to 
destroy his present condition without providing a better. 
  
It has invaded a State, and invested with the honors of 
martyrdom the wretch whose purpose was to apply flames to 
our dwellings, and the weapons of destruction to our 
lives. 
  
It has broken every compact into which it has entered for 
our security. 
  
It has given indubitable evidence of its design to ruin 
our agriculture, to prostrate our industrial pursuits and 
to destroy our social system. 
It knows no relenting or hesitation in its purposes; it 
stops not in its march of aggression, and leaves us no 
room to hope for cessation or for pause. 
  
It has recently obtained control of the Government, by 
the prosecution of its unhallowed schemes, and destroyed 
the last expectation of living together in friendship and 
brotherhood. 
  
Utter subjugation awaits us in the Union, if we should 
consent longer to remain in it. It is not a matter of 
choice, but of necessity. We must either submit to 
degradation, and to the loss of property worth four 
billions of money, or we must secede from the Union 
framed by our fathers, to secure this as well as every 
other species of property. For far less cause than this, 
our fathers separated from the Crown of England. 
  
Our decision is made. We follow their footsteps. We 
embrace the alternative of separation; and for the 
reasons here stated, we resolve to maintain our rights 
with the full consciousness of the justice of our course, 
and the undoubting belief of our ability to maintain it. 
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Proslavery 13th Amendment (1861)  
 

Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution of the United 
States. 

 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
following article be proposed to the Legislatures of the 
several States as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of said 
Legislatures, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as part of the said Constitution, viz.: 

"Article Thirteen. 
"No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will 
authorize or give to Congress the power to abolish or 
interfere, within any State, with the domestic institutions 
thereof, including that of persons held to labor or service 
by the laws of said State." 
 
APPROVED, March 2, 1861.  
 
U.S., Statutes at Large, Treaties, and Proclamations of the 
United States of America, vol. 12 (Boston, 1863), p. 251. 
http://www.history.umd.edu/Freedmen/amendre.htm.   
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Constitution of the Confederate States of America  

(March 1861)9

Preamble 

We, the people of the Confederate States, each State 
acting in its sovereign and independent character, in order 
to form a permanent federal government, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, and secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity invoking the favor 
and guidance of Almighty God do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the Confederate States of America. 

Article I 

Section I. All legislative powers herein delegated shall 
be vested in a Congress of the Confederate States, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Sec. 2. (I) The House of Representatives shall be 
composed of members chosen every second year by the people 
of the several States; and the electors in each State shall 
be citizens of the Confederate States, and have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the State Legislature; but no person of foreign 
birth, not a citizen of the Confederate States, shall be 
allowed to vote for any officer, civil or political, State 
or Federal. 

(2) No person shall be a Representative who shall not 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and be a citizen 
of the Confederate States, and who shall not when elected, 
be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

(3) Representatives and direct taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several States, which may be included 
within this Confederacy, according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 
number of free persons, including those bound to service for 
a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-
fifths of all slaves. ,The actual enumeration shall be made 
within three years after the first meeting of the Congress 
of the Confederate States, and within every subsequent term 
of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. 
The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
fifty thousand, but each State shall have at least one 
                                                 
9 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/csa/csa.htm.   
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Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, 
the State of South Carolina shall be entitled to choose six; 
the State of Georgia ten; the State of Alabama nine; the 
State of Florida two; the State of Mississippi seven; the 
State of Louisiana six; and the State of Texas six. 

(4) When vacancies happen in the representation from any 
State the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies. 

(5) The House of Representatives shall choose their 
Speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole power of 
impeachment; except that any judicial or other Federal 
officer, resident and acting solely within the limits of any 
State, may be impeached by a vote of two-thirds of both 
branches of the Legislature thereof. 

Sec. 3. (I) The Senate of the Confederate States shall 
be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen for six 
years by the Legislature thereof, at the regular session 
next immediately preceding the commencement of the term of 
service; and each Senator shall have one vote. 

(2) Immediately after they shall be assembled, in 
consequence of the first election, they shall be divided as 
equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the 
expiration of the second year; of the second class at the 
expiration of the fourth year; and of the third class at the 
expiration of the sixth year; so that one-third may be 
chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by 
resignation, or other wise, during the recess of the 
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make 
temporary appointments until the next meeting of the 
Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies. 

(3) No person shall be a Senator who shall not have 
attained the age of thirty years, and be a citizen of the 
Confederate States; and who shall not, then elected, be an 
inhabitant of the State for which he shall be chosen. 

(4) The Vice President of the Confederate States shall 
be president of the Senate, but shall have no vote unless 
they be equally divided. 

(5) The Senate shall choose their other officers; and 
also a president pro tempore in the absence of the Vice 
President, or when he shall exercise the office of President 
of the Confederate states. 
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(6) The Senate shall have the sole power to try all 
impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be 
on oath or affirmation. When the President of the 
Confederate States is tried, the Chief Justice shall 
preside; and no person shall be convicted without the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. 

(7) Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend 
further than to removal from office, and disqualification to 
hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under the 
Confederate States; but the party convicted shall, 
nevertheless, be liable and subject to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment according to law. 

Sec. 4. (I) The times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Representatives shall be 
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof, subject 
to the provisions of this Constitution; but the Congress 
may, at any time, by law, make or alter such regulations, 
except as to the times and places of choosing Senators. 

(2) The Congress shall assemble at least once in every 
year; and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in 
December, unless they shall, by law, appoint a different 
day. 

Sec. 5. (I) Each House shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications of its own members, 
and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and under such penalties as each 
House may provide. 

(2) Each House may determine the rules of its 
proceedings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, 
and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of the whole number, 
expel a member. 

(3) Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts 
as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either House, on any question, shall, 
at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on 
the journal. 

(4) Neither House, during the session of Congress, 
shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than three days, nor to any other place than that in which 
the two Houses shall be sitting. 
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Sec. 6. (I) The Senators and Representatives shall 
receive a compensation for their services, to be ascertained 
by law, and paid out of the Treasury of the Confederate 
States. They shall, in all cases, except treason, felony, 
and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during 
their attendance at the session of their respective Houses, 
and in going to and returning from the same; and for any 
speech or debate in either House, they shall not be 
questioned in any other place. 'o Senator or Representative 
shall, during the time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the 
Confederate States, which shall have been created, or the 
emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such 
time; and no person holding any office under the Confederate 
States shall be a member of either House during his 
continuance in office. But Congress may, by law, grant to 
the principal officer in each of the Executive Departments a 
seat upon the floor of either House, with the privilege of 
discussing any measures appertaining to his department. 

Sec. 7. (I) All bills for raising revenue shall 
originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate 
may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills. 

(2) Every bill which shall have passed both Houses, 
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the 
President of the Confederate States; if he approve, he shall 
sign it; but if not, he shall return it, with his 
objections, to that House in which it shall have originated, 
who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, 
and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such 
reconsideration, two-thirds of that House shall agree to 
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise 
be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that 
House, it shall become a law. But in all such cases, the 
votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill 
shall be entered on the journal of each House respective}y. 
If any bill shall not be returned by the President within 
ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 
presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as 
if he had signed it, unless the Congress, by their 
adjournment, prevent its return; in which case it shall not 
be a law. The President may approve any appropriation and 
disapprove any other appropriation in the same bill. In such 
case he shall, in signing the bill, designate the 
appropriations disapproved; and shall return a copy of such 
appropriations, with his objections, to the House in which 
the bill shall have originated; and the same proceedings 
shall then be had as in case of other bills disapproved by 
the President. 

 66



(3) Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the 
concurrence of both Houses may be necessary (except on a 
question of adjournment) shall be presented to the President 
of the Confederate States; and before the same shall take 
effect, shall be approved by him; or, being disapproved by 
him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of both Houses, 
according to the rules and limitations prescribed in case of 
a bill. 

Sec. 8. The Congress shall have power- 

(I) To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises for revenue, necessary to pay the debts, provide for 
the common defense, and carry on the Government of the 
Confederate States; but no bounties shall be granted from 
the Treasury; nor shall any duties or taxes on importations 
from foreign nations be laid to promote or foster any branch 
of industry; and all duties, imposts, and excises shall be 
uniform throughout the Confederate States. 

(2) To borrow money on the credit of the Confederate 
States. 

(3) To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian tribes; but neither 
this, nor any other clause contained in the Constitution, 
shall ever be construed to delegate the power to Congress to 
appropriate money for any internal improvement intended to 
facilitate commerce; except for the purpose of furnishing 
lights, beacons, and buoys, and other aids to navigation 
upon the coasts, and the improvement of harbors and the 
removing of obstructions in river navigation; in all which 
cases such duties shall be laid on the navigation 
facilitated thereby as may be necessary to pay the costs and 
expenses thereof. 

(4) To establish uniform laws of naturalization, and 
uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies, throughout the 
Confederate States; but no law of Congress shall discharge 
any debt contracted before the passage of the same. 

(5) To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of 
foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures. 

(6) To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the 
securities and current coin of the Confederate States. 

(7) To establish post offices and post routes; but the 
expenses of the Post Office Department, after the Ist day of 
March in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and sixty-
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three, shall be paid out of its own revenues. 

(8) To promote the progress of science and useful arts, 
by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and 
discoveries. 

(9) To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme 
Court. 

(10) To define and punish piracies and felonies 
committed on the high seas, and offenses against the law of 
nations. 

(11) To declare war, grant letters of marque and 
reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and 
water. 

(12) To raise and support armies; but no appropriation 
of money to that use shall be for a longer term than two 
years. 

(13) To provide and maintain a navy. 

(14) To make rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces. 

(15) To provide for calling forth the militia to execute 
the laws of the Confederate States, suppress insurrections, 
and repel invasions. 

(16) To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining 
the militia, and for governing such part of them as may be 
employed in the service of the Confederate States; reserving 
to the States, respectively, the appointment of the 
officers, and the authority of training the militia 
according to the discipline prescribed by Congress. 

(17) To exercise exclusive legislation, in all cases 
whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
square) as may, by cession of one or more States and the 
acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the Government of 
the Confederate States; and to exercise like authority over 
all places purchased by the consent of the Legislature of 
the State in which the same shall be, for the . erection of 
forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful 
buildings; and 
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(18) To make all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and 
all other powers vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the Confederate States, or in any department 
or officer thereof. 

Sec. 9. (I) The importation of negroes of the African 
race from any foreign country other than the slaveholding 
States or Territories of the United States of America, is 
hereby forbidden; and Congress is required to pass such laws 
as shall effectually prevent the same. 

(2) Congress shall also have power to prohibit the 
introduction of slaves from any State not a member of, or 
Territory not belonging to, this Confederacy. 

(3) The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion 
the public safety may require it. 

(4) No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law 
denying or impairing the right of property in negro slaves 
shall be passed. 

(5) No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, 
unless in proportion to the census or enumeration 
hereinbefore directed to be taken. 

(6) No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported 
from any State, except by a vote of two-thirds of both 
Houses. 

(7) No preference shall be given by any regulation of 
commerce or revenue to the ports of one State over those of 
another. 

(8) No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in 
consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regular 
statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of 
all public money shall be published from time to time. 

(9) Congress shall appropriate no money from the 
Treasury except by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses, 
taken by yeas and nays, unless it be asked and estimated for 
by some one of the heads of departments and submitted to 
Congress by the President; or for the purpose of paying its 
own expenses and contingencies; or for the payment of claims 
against the Confederate States, the justice of which shall 
have been judicially declared by a tribunal for the 
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investigation of claims against the Government, which it is 
hereby made the duty of Congress to establish. 

(10) All bills appropriating money shall specify in 
Federal currency the exact amount of each appropriation and 
the purposes for which it is made; and Congress shall grant 
no extra compensation to any public contractor, officer, 
agent, or servant, after such contract shall have been made 
or such service rendered. 

(11) No title of nobility shall be granted by the 
Confederate States; and no person holding any office of 
profit or trust under them shall, without the consent of the 
Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title 
of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign 
state. 

(12) Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

(13) A well-regulated militia being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep 
and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

(14) No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of 
war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

(15) The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable 
searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no 
warrants shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by 
oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place 
to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. 

(16) No person shall be held to answer for a capital or 
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the 
land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual 
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any 
person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb; nor be compelled, in any criminal 
case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of 
life, liberty, or property without due process of law; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation. 
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(17) In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime 
shall have been committed, which district shall have been 
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with 
the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to have the assistance 
of counsel for his defense. 

(18) In suits at common law, where the value in 
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial 
by jury shall be preserved; and no fact so tried by a jury 
shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the 
Confederacy, than according to the rules of common law. 

(19) Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

(20) Every law, or resolution having the force of law, 
shall relate to but one subject, and that shall be expressed 
in the title. 

Sec. 10. (I) No State shall enter into any treaty, 
alliance, or confederation; grant letters of marque and 
reprisal; coin money; make anything but gold and silver coin 
a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, or 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of 
contracts; or grant any title of nobility. 

(2) No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, 
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except what 
may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection 
laws; and the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by 
any State on imports, or exports, shall be for the use of 
the Treasury of the Confederate States; and all such laws 
shall be subject to the revision and control of Congress. 

(3) No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any duty on tonnage, except on seagoing vessels, for the 
improvement of its rivers and harbors navigated by the said 
vessels; but such duties shall not conflict with any 
treaties of the Confederate States with foreign nations; and 
any surplus revenue thus derived shall, after making such 
improvement, be paid into the common treasury. Nor shall any 
State keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, enter 
into any agreement or compact with another State, or with a 
foreign power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or 
in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay. But when 
any river divides or flows through two or more States they 
may enter into compacts with each other to improve the 
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navigation thereof. 

ARTICLE II 

Section I. (I) The executive power shall be vested in a 
President of the Confederate States of America. He and the 
Vice President shall hold their offices for the term of six 
years; but the President shall not be reeligible. The 
President and Vice President shall be elected as follows: 

(2) Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the 
Legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors equal 
to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which 
the State may be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator or 
Representative or person holding an office of trust or 
profit under the Confederate States shall be appointed an 
elector. 

(3) The electors shall meet in their respective States 
and vote by ballot for President and Vice President, one of 
whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same State 
with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person 
voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person 
voted for as Vice President, and they shall make distinct 
lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all 
persons voted for as Vice President, and of the number of 
votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and 
transmit, sealed, to the seat of the Government of. the 
Confederate States, directed to the President of the Senate; 
the President of the Senate shall,in the presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 
certificates, and the votes shall then be counted; the 
person having the greatest number of votes for President 
shall be the President, if such number be a majority of the 
whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have 
such majority, then from the persons having the highest 
numbers, not exceeding three, on the list of those voted for 
as President, the House of Representatives shall choose 
immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the 
President the votes shall be taken by States, the 
representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for 
this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-
thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall 
be necessary to a choice. And if the House of 
Representatives shall not choose a President, whenever the 
right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the 4th day 
of March next following, then the Vice President shall act 
as President, as in case of the death, or other 
constitutional disability of the President. 

(4) The person having the greatest number of votes as 
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Vice President shall be the Vice President, if such number 
be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and 
if no person have a majority, then, from the two highest 
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice 
President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-
thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of 
the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. 

(5) But no person constitutionally ineligible to the 
office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice 
President of the Confederate States. 

(6) The Congress may determine the time of choosing the 
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes; 
which day shall be the same throughout the Confederate 
States. 

(7) No person except a natural-born citizen of the 
Confederate; States, or a citizen thereof at the time of the 
adoption of this Constitution, or a citizen thereof born in 
the United States prior to the 20th of December, 1860, shall 
be eligible to the office of President; neither shall any 
person be eligible to that office who shall not have 
attained the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen 
years a resident within the limits of the Confederate 
States, as they may exist at the time of his election. 

(8) In case of the removal of the President from office, 
or of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the 
powers and duties of said office, the same shall devolve on 
the Vice President; and the Congress may, by law, provide 
for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, 
both of the President and Vice President, declaring what 
officer shall then act as President; and such officer shall 
act accordingly until the disability be removed or a 
President shall be elected. 

(9) The President shall, at stated times, receive for 
his services a compensation, which shall neither be 
increased nor diminished during the period for which he 
shall have been elected; and he shall not receive within 
that period any other emolument from the Confederate States, 
or any of them. 

(10) Before he enters on the execution of his office he 
shall take the following oath or affirmation: 

Sec. 2. (I) The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and Navy of the Confederate States, and of the 
militia of the several States, when called into the actual 
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service of the Confederate States; he may require the 
opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the 
Executive Departments, upon any subject relating to the 
duties of their respective offices; and he shall have power 
to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the 
Confederate States, except in cases of impeachment. 

(2) He shall have power, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to make treaties; provided two-thirds 
of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall 
appoint, ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, 
judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the 
Confederate States whose appointments are not herein 
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by 
law; but the Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of 
such inferior officers, as they think proper, in the 
President alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of 
departments. 

(3) The principal officer in each of the Executive 
Departments, and all persons connected with the diplomatic 
service, may be removed from office at the pleasure of the 
President. All other civil officers of the Executive 
Departments may be removed at any time by the President, or 
other appointing power, when their services are unnecessary, 
or for dishonesty, incapacity. inefficiency, misconduct, or 
neglect of duty; and when so removed, the removal shall be 
reported to the Senate, together with the reasons therefor. 

(4) The President shall have power to fill all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by granting 
commissions which shall expire at the end of their next 
session; but no person rejected by the Senate shall be 
reappointed to the same office during their ensuing recess. 

Sec. 3. (I) The President shall, from time to time, give 
to the Congress information of the state of the Confederacy, 
and recommend to their consideration such measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on 
extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of 
them; and in case of disagreement between them, with respect 
to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time 
as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and 
other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be 
faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers 
of the Confederate States. 

Sec. 4. (I) The President, Vice President, and all civil 
officers of the Confederate States, shall be removed from 
office on impeachment for and conviction of treason, 
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bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III 

Section I. (I) The judicial power of the Confederate 
States shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such 
inferior courts as the Congress may, from time to time, 
ordain and establish. The judges, both of the Supreme and 
inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good 
behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for their 
services a compensation which shall not be diminished during 
their continuance in office. 

Sec. 2. (I) The judicial power shall extend to all cases 
arising under this Constitution, the laws of the Confederate 
States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other 
public ministers and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the 
Confederate States shall be a party; to controversies 
between two or more States; between a State and citizens of 
another State, where the State is plaintiff; between 
citizens claiming lands under grants of different States; 
and between a State or the citizens thereof, and foreign 
states, citizens, or subjects; but no State shall be sued by 
a citizen or subject of any foreign state. 

(2) In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public 
ministers and consuls, and those in which a State shall be a 
party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction. 
In all the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court 
shall have appellate jurisdiction both as to law and fact, 
with such exceptions and under such regulations as the 
Congress shall make. 

(3) The trial of all crimes, except in cases of 
impeachment, shall be by jury, and such trial shall be held 
in the State where the said crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any State, the 
trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may 
by law have directed. 

Sec. 3. (I) Treason against the Confederate States shall 
consist only in levying war against.them, or in adhering to 
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall 
be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two 
witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open 
court. 

(2) The Congress shall have power to declare the 
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punishment of treason; but no attainder of treason shall 
work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the 
life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE IV 

Section I. (I) Full faith and credit shall be given in 
each State to the public acts, records, and judicial 
proceedings of every other State; and the Congress may, by 
general laws, prescribe the manner in which such acts, 
records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. (I) The citizens of each State shall be entitled 
to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States; and shall have the right of transit and 
sojourn in any State of this Confederacy, with their slaves 
and other property; and the right of property in said slaves 
shall not be thereby impaired. 

(2) A person charged in any State with treason, felony, 
or other crime against the laws of such State, who shall 
flee from justice, and be found in another State, shall, on 
demand of the executive authority of the State from which he 
fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having 
jurisdiction of the crime. 

(3) No slave or other person held to service or labor in 
any State or Territory of the Confederate States, under the 
laws thereof, escaping or lawfully carried into another, 
shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be 
discharged from such service or labor; but shall be 
delivered up on claim of the party to whom such slave 
belongs,. or to whom such service or labor may be due. 

Sec. 3. (I) Other States may be admitted into this 
Confederacy by a vote of two-thirds of the whole House of 
Representatives and two-thirds of the Senate, the Senate 
voting by States; but no new State shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any 
State be formed by the junction of two or more States, or 
parts of States, without the consent of the Legislatures of 
the States concerned, as well as of the Congress. 

(2) The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
allneedful rules and regulations concerning the property of 
the Confederate States, including the lands thereof. 

(3) The Confederate States may acquire new territory; 

 76



and Congress shall have power to legislate and provide 
governments for the inhabitants of all territory belonging 
to the Confederate States, lying without the limits of the 
several Sates; and may permit them, at such times, and in 
such manner as it may by law provide, to form States to be 
admitted into the Confederacy. In all such territory the 
institution of negro slavery, as it now exists in the 
Confederate States, shall be recognized and protected be 
Congress and by the Territorial government; and the 
inhabitants of the several Confederate States and 
Territories shall have the right to take to such Territory 
any slaves lawfully held by them in any of the States or 
Territories of the Confederate States. 

(4) The Confederate States shall guarantee to every 
State that now is, or hereafter may become, a member of this 
Confederacy, a republican form of government; and shall 
protect each of them against invasion; and on application of 
the Legislature or of the Executive when the Legislature is 
not in session) against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE V 

Section I. (I) Upon the demand of any three States, 
legally assembled in their several conventions, the Congress 
shall summon a convention of all the States, to take into 
consideration such amendments to the Constitution as the 
said States shall concur in suggesting at the time when the 
said demand is made; and should any of the proposed 
amendments to the Constitution be agreed on by the said 
convention, voting by States, and the same be ratified by 
the Legislatures of two- thirds of the several States, or by 
conventions in two-thirds thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be proposed by the general 
convention, they shall thenceforward form a part of this 
Constitution. But no State shall, without its consent, be 
deprived of its equal representation in the Senate. 

ARTICLE VI 

I. The Government established by this Constitution is 
the successor of the Provisional Government of the 
Confederate States of America, and all the laws passed by 
the latter shall continue in force until the same shall be 
repealed or modified; and all the officers appointed by the 
same shall remain in office until their successors are 
appointed and qualified, or the offices abolished. 

2. All debts contracted and engagements entered into 
before the adoption of this Constitution shall be as valid 
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against the Confederate States under this Constitution, as 
under the Provisional Government. 

3. This Constitution, and the laws of the Confederate 
States made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under the authority of the Confederate 
States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges 
in every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the 
constitution or laws of any State to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

4. The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, 
and the members of the several State Legislatures, and all 
executive and judicial officers, both of the Confederate 
States and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or 
affirmation to support this Constitution; but no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office 
or public trust under the Confederate States. 

5. The enumeration, in the Constitution, of certain 
rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people of the several States. 

6. The powers not delegated to the Confederate States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people 
thereof. 

ARTICLE VII 

I. The ratification of the conventions of five States 
shall be sufficient for the establishment of this 
Constitution between the States so ratifying the same. 

2. When five States shall have ratified this 
Constitution, in the manner before specified, the Congress 
under the Provisional Constitution shall prescribe the time 
for holding the election of President and Vice President; 
and for the meeting of the Electoral College; and for 
counting the votes, and inaugurating the President. They 
shall, also, prescribe the time for holding the first 
election of members of Congress under this Constitution, and 
the time for assembling the same. Until the assembling of 
such Congress, the Congress under the Provisional 
Constitution shall continue to exercise the legislative 
powers granted them; not extending beyond the time limited 
by the Constitution of the Provisional Government. 
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Adopted unanimously by the Congress of the Confederate 
States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, sitting in convention at 
the capitol, the city of Montgomery, Ala., on the eleventh 
day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and Sixty-one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abraham Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address (1860)10

March 4, 1861 

Fellow-Citizens of the United States: 

*  *  *  

I do not consider it necessary at present for me to 
discuss those matters of administration about which there is 
no special anxiety or excitement. 

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the 
Southern States that by the accession of a Republican 
Administration their property and their peace and personal 
security are to be endangered. There has never been any 
reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the most 
ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed and 
been open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the 
published speeches of him who now addresses you. I do but 
quote from one of those speeches when I declare that-- 

I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere 
with the institution of slavery in the States where it 
exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I 
have no inclination to do so. 

Those who nominated and elected me did so with full 
knowledge that I had made this and many similar declarations 
and had never recanted them; and more than this, they placed 
in the platform for my acceptance, and as a law to 
themselves and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution 
which I now read: 

Resolved, That the maintenance inviolate of the rights 
of the States, and especially the right of each State to 
order and control its own domestic institutions according to 
its own judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance 
of power on which the perfection and endurance of our 

                                                 
10 http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/inaug/lincoln1.htm.  
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political fabric depend; and we denounce the lawless 
invasion by armed force of the soil of any State or 
Territory, no matter what pretext, as among the gravest of 
crimes. 

I now reiterate these sentiments, and in doing so I only 
press upon the public attention the most conclusive evidence 
of which the case is susceptible that the property, peace, 
and security of no section are to be in any wise endangered 
by the now incoming Administration. I add, too, that all the 
protection which, consistently with the Constitution and the 
laws, can be given will be cheerfully given to all the 
States when lawfully demanded, for whatever cause--as 
cheerfully to one section as to another. 

There is much controversy about the delivering up of 
fugitives from service or labor. The clause I now read is as 
plainly written in the Constitution as any other of its 
provisions: 

No person held to service or labor in one State, under 
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.

It is scarcely questioned that this provision was 
intended by those who made it for the reclaiming of what we 
call fugitive slaves; and the intention of the lawgiver is 
the law. All members of Congress swear their support to the 
whole Constitution--to this provision as much as to any 
other. To the proposition, then, that slaves whose cases 
come within the terms of this clause "shall be delivered up" 
their oaths are unanimous. Now, if they would make the 
effort in good temper, could they not with nearly equal 
unanimity frame and pass a law by means of which to keep 
good that unanimous oath? 

There is some difference of opinion whether this clause 
should be enforced by national or by State authority, but 
surely that difference is not a very material one. If the 
slave is to be surrendered, it can be of but little 
consequence to him or to others by which authority it is 
done. And should anyone in any case be content that his oath 
shall go unkept on a merely unsubstantial controversy as to 
how it shall be kept? 

Again: In any law upon this subject ought not all the 
safeguards of liberty known in civilized and humane 
jurisprudence to be introduced, so that a free man be not in 
any case surrendered as a slave? And might it not be well at 
the same time to provide by law for the enforcement of that 
clause in the Constitution which guarantees that "the 
citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges 
and immunities of citizens in the several States"? 

I take the official oath to-day with no mental 
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reservations and with no purpose to construe the 
Constitution or laws by any hypercritical rules; and while I 
do not choose now to specify particular acts of Congress as 
proper to be enforced, I do suggest that it will be much 
safer for all, both in official and private stations, to 
conform to and abide by all those acts which stand 
unrepealed than to violate any of them trusting to find 
impunity in having them held to be unconstitutional. 

It is seventy-two years since the first inauguration of 
a President under our National Constitution. During that 
period fifteen different and greatly distinguished citizens 
have in succession administered the executive branch of the 
Government. They have conducted it through many perils, and 
generally with great success. Yet, with all this scope of 
precedent, I now enter upon the same task for the brief 
constitutional term of four years under great and peculiar 
difficulty. A disruption of the Federal Union, heretofore 
only menaced, is now formidably attempted. 

I hold that in contemplation of universal law and of the 
Constitution the Union of these States is perpetual. 
Perpetuity is implied, if not expressed, in the fundamental 
law of all national governments. It is safe to assert that 
no government proper ever had a provision in its organic law 
for its own termination. Continue to execute all the express 
provisions of our National Constitution, and the Union will 
endure forever, it being impossible to destroy it except by 
some action not provided for in the instrument itself. 

Again: If the United States be not a government proper, 
but an association of States in the nature of contract 
merely, can it, as a contract, be peaceably unmade by less 
than all the parties who made it? One party to a contract 
may violate it--break it, so to speak--but does it not 
require all to lawfully rescind it? 

Descending from these general principles, we find the 
proposition that in legal contemplation the Union is 
perpetual confirmed by the history of the Union itself. The 
Union is much older than the Constitution. It was formed, in 
fact, by the Articles of Association in 1774. It was matured 
and continued by the Declaration of Independence in 1776. It 
was further matured, and the faith of all the then thirteen 
States expressly plighted and engaged that it should be 
perpetual, by the Articles of Confederation in 1778. And 
finally, in 1787, one of the declared objects for ordaining 
and establishing the Constitution was "to form a more 
perfect Union."

But if destruction of the Union by one or by a part only 
of the States be lawfully possible, the Union is less 
perfect than before the Constitution, having lost the vital 
element of perpetuity. 

It follows from these views that no State upon its own 
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mere motion can lawfully get out of the Union; that resolves 
and ordinances to that effect are legally void, and that 
acts of violence within any State or States against the 
authority of the United States are insurrectionary or 
revolutionary, according to circumstances. 

I therefore consider that in view of the Constitution 
and the laws the Union is unbroken, and to the extent of my 
ability, I shall take care, as the Constitution itself 
expressly enjoins upon me, that the laws of the Union be 
faithfully executed in all the States. Doing this I deem to 
be only a simple duty on my part, and I shall perform it so 
far as practicable unless my rightful masters, the American 
people, shall withhold the requisite means or in some 
authoritative manner direct the contrary. I trust this will 
not be regarded as a menace, but only as the declared 
purpose of the Union that it will constitutionally defend 
and maintain itself. 

In doing this there needs to be no bloodshed or 
violence, and there shall be none unless it be forced upon 
the national authority. The power confided to me will be 
used to hold, occupy, and possess the property and places 
belonging to the Government and to collect the duties and 
imposts; but beyond what may be necessary for these objects, 
there will be no invasion, no using of force against or 
among the people anywhere. Where hostility to the United 
States in any interior locality shall be so great and 
universal as to prevent competent resident citizens from 
holding the Federal offices, there will be no attempt to 
force obnoxious strangers among the people for that object. 
While the strict legal right may exist in the Government to 
enforce the exercise of these offices, the attempt to do so 
would be so irritating and so nearly impracticable withal 
that I deem it better to forego for the time the uses of 
such offices. 

The mails, unless repelled, will continue to be 
furnished in all parts of the Union. So far as possible the 
people everywhere shall have that sense of perfect security 
which is most favorable to calm thought and reflection. The 
course here indicated will be followed unless current events 
and experience shall show a modification or change to be 
proper, and in every case and exigency my best discretion 
will be exercised, according to circumstances actually 
existing and with a view and a hope of a peaceful solution 
of the national troubles and the restoration of fraternal 
sympathies and affections. 

That there are persons in one section or another who 
seek to destroy the Union at all events and are glad of any 
pretext to do it I will neither affirm nor deny; but if 
there be such, I need address no word to them. To those, 
however, who really love the Union may I not speak? 

Before entering upon so grave a matter as the 
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destruction of our national fabric, with all its benefits, 
its memories, and its hopes, would it not be wise to 
ascertain precisely why we do it? Will you hazard so 
desperate a step while there is any possibility that any 
portion of the ills you fly from have no real existence? 
Will you, while the certain ills you fly to are greater than 
all the real ones you fly from, will you risk the commission 
of so fearful a mistake? 

All profess to be content in the Union if all 
constitutional rights can be maintained. Is it true, then, 
that any right plainly written in the Constitution has been 
denied? I think not. Happily, the human mind is so 
constituted that no party can reach to the audacity of doing 
this. Think, if you can, of a single instance in which a 
plainly written provision of the Constitution has ever been 
denied. If by the mere force of numbers a majority should 
deprive a minority of any clearly written constitutional 
right, it might in a moral point of view justify revolution; 
certainly would if such right were a vital one. But such is 
not our case. All the vital rights of minorities and of 
individuals are so plainly assured to them by affirmations 
and negations, guaranties and prohibitions, in the 
Constitution that controversies never arise concerning them. 
But no organic law can ever be framed with a provision 
specifically applicable to every question which may occur in 
practical administration. No foresight can anticipate nor 
any document of reasonable length contain express provisions 
for all possible questions. Shall fugitives from labor be 
surrendered by national or by State authority? The 
Constitution does not expressly say. May Congress prohibit 
slavery in the Territories? The Constitution does not 
expressly say. Must Congress protect slavery in the 
Territories? The Constitution does not expressly say. 

From questions of this class spring all our 
constitutional controversies, and we divide upon them into 
majorities and minorities. If the minority will not 
acquiesce, the majority must, or the Government must cease. 
There is no other alternative, for continuing the Government 
is acquiescence on one side or the other. If a minority in 
such case will secede rather than acquiesce, they make a 
precedent which in turn will divide and ruin them, for a 
minority of their own will secede from them whenever a 
majority refuses to be controlled by such minority. For 
instance, why may not any portion of a new confederacy a 
year or two hence arbitrarily secede again, precisely as 
portions of the present Union now claim to secede from it? 
All who cherish disunion sentiments are now being educated 
to the exact temper of doing this. 

Is there such perfect identity of interests among the 
States to compose a new union as to produce harmony only and 
prevent renewed secession? 
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Plainly the central idea of secession is the essence of 
anarchy. A majority held in restraint by constitutional 
checks and limitations, and always changing easily with 
deliberate changes of popular opinions and sentiments, is 
the only true sovereign of a free people. Whoever rejects it 
does of necessity fly to anarchy or to despotism. Unanimity 
is impossible. The rule of a minority, as a permanent 
arrangement, is wholly inadmissible; so that, rejecting the 
majority principle, anarchy or despotism in some form is all 
that is left. 

I do not forget the position assumed by some that 
constitutional questions are to be decided by the Supreme 
Court, nor do I deny that such decisions must be binding in 
any case upon the parties to a suit as to the object of that 
suit, while they are also entitled to very high respect and 
consideration in all parallel cases by all other departments 
of the Government. And while it is obviously possible that 
such decision may be erroneous in any given case, still the 
evil effect following it, being limited to that particular 
case, with the chance that it may be overruled and never 
become a precedent for other cases, can better be borne than 
could the evils of a different practice. At the same time, 
the candid citizen must confess that if the policy of the 
Government upon vital questions affecting the whole people 
is to be irrevocably fixed by decisions of the Supreme 
Court, the instant they are made in ordinary litigation 
between parties in personal actions the people will have 
ceased to be their own rulers, having to that extent 
practically resigned their Government into the hands of that 
eminent tribunal. Nor is there in this view any assault upon 
the court or the judges. It is a duty from which they may 
not shrink to decide cases properly brought before them, and 
it is no fault of theirs if others seek to turn their 
decisions to political purposes. 

One section of our country believes slavery is right and 
ought to be extended, while the other believes it is wrong 
and ought not to be extended. This is the only substantial 
dispute. The fugitive- slave clause of the Constitution and 
the law for the suppression of the foreign slave trade are 
each as well enforced, perhaps, as any law can ever be in a 
community where the moral sense of the people imperfectly 
supports the law itself. The great body of the people abide 
by the dry legal obligation in both cases, and a few break 
over in each. This, I think, can not be perfectly cured, and 
it would be worse in both cases after the separation of the 
sections than before. The foreign slave trade, now 
imperfectly suppressed, would be ultimately revived without 
restriction in one section, while fugitive slaves, now only 
partially surrendered, would not be surrendered at all by 
the other. 

Physically speaking, we cannot separate. We cannot 
remove our respective sections from each other nor build an 
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impassable wall between them. A husband and wife may be 
divorced and go out of the presence and beyond the reach of 
each other, but the different parts of our country cannot do 
this. They cannot but remain face to face, and intercourse, 
either amicable or hostile, must continue between them. Is 
it possible, then, to make that intercourse more 
advantageous or more satisfactory after separation than 
before? Can aliens make treaties easier than friends can 
make laws? Can treaties be more faithfully enforced between 
aliens than laws can among friends? Suppose you go to war, 
you can not fight always; and when, after much loss on both 
sides and no gain on either, you cease fighting, the 
identical old questions, as to terms of intercourse, are 
again upon you. 

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the 
people who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the 
existing Government, they can exercise their constitutional 
right of amending it or their revolutionary right to 
dismember or overthrow it. I can not be ignorant of the fact 
that many worthy and patriotic citizens are desirous of 
having the National Constitution amended. While I make no 
recommendation of amendments, I fully recognize the rightful 
authority of the people over the whole subject, to be 
exercised in either of the modes prescribed in the 
instrument itself; and I should, under existing 
circumstances, favor rather than oppose a fair opportunity 
being afforded the people to act upon it. I will venture to 
add that to me the convention mode seems preferable, in that 
it allows amendments to originate with the people 
themselves, instead of only permitting them to take or 
reject propositions originated by others, not especially 
chosen for the purpose, and which might not be precisely 
such as they would wish to either accept or refuse. I 
understand a proposed amendment to the Constitution--which 
amendment, however, I have not seen--has passed Congress, to 
the effect that the Federal Government shall never interfere 
with the domestic institutions of the States, including that 
of persons held to service. To avoid misconstruction of what 
I have said, I depart from my purpose not to speak of 
particular amendments so far as to say that, holding such a 
provision to now be implied constitutional law, I have no 
objection to its being made express and irrevocable. 

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from the 
people, and they have referred none upon him to fix terms 
for the separation of the States. The people themselves can 
do this if also they choose, but the Executive as such has 
nothing to do with it. His duty is to administer the present 
Government as it came to his hands and to transmit it 
unimpaired by him to his successor. 

Why should there not be a patient confidence in the 
ultimate justice of the people? Is there any better or equal 
hope in the world? In our present differences, is either 
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party without faith of being in the right? If the Almighty 
Ruler of Nations, with His eternal truth and justice, be on 
your side of the North, or on yours of the South, that truth 
and that justice will surely prevail by the judgment of this 
great tribunal of the American people. 

By the frame of the Government under which we live this 
same people have wisely given their public servants but 
little power for mischief, and have with equal wisdom 
provided for the return of that little to their own hands at 
very short intervals. While the people retain their virtue 
and vigilance no Administration by any extreme of wickedness 
or folly can very seriously injure the Government in the 
short space of four years. 

My countrymen, one and all, think calmly and well upon 
this whole subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by taking 
time. If there be an object to hurry any of you in hot haste 
to a step which you would never take deliberately, that 
object will be frustrated by taking time; but no good object 
can be frustrated by it. Such of you as are now dissatisfied 
still have the old Constitution unimpaired, and, on the 
sensitive point, the laws of your own framing under it; 
while the new Administration will have no immediate power, 
if it would, to change either. If it were admitted that you 
who are dissatisfied hold the right side in the dispute, 
there still is no single good reason for precipitate action. 
Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance 
on Him who has never yet forsaken this favored land are 
still competent to adjust in the best way all our present 
difficulty. 

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and 
not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The 
Government will not assail you. You can have no conflict 
without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath 
registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I 
shall have the most solemn one to "preserve, protect, and 
defend it." 

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained it 
must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of 
memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave 
to every living heart and hearthstone all over this broad 
land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again 
touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our 
nature.   
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Lincoln to Horace Greeley, Aug. 22, 1862 

Dear Sir.      

I have just read yours of the 19th. addressed to myself 
through the New-York Tribune. If there be in it any 
statements, or assumptions of fact, which I may know to be 
erroneous, I do not, now and here, controvert them. If there 
be in it any inferences which I may believe to be falsely 
drawn, I do not now and here, argue against them. If there 
be perceptable in it an impatient and dictatorial tone, I 
waive it in deference to an old friend, whose heart I have 
always supposed to be right. 

As to the policy I "seem to be pursuing" as you say, I 
have not meant to leave any one in doubt. 

I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest 
way under the Constitution. The sooner the national 
authority can be restored; the nearer the Union will be "the 
Union as it was." If there be those who would not save the 
Union, unless they could at the same time save slavery, I do 
not agree with them. If there be those who would not save 
the Union unless they could at the same time destroy 
slavery, I do not agree with them. My paramount object in 
this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to 
save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the Union 
without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save 
it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could 
save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would 
also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, 
I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what 
I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it would help 
to save the Union. I shall do less whenever I shall believe 
what I am doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more 
whenever I shall believe doing more will help the cause. I 
shall try to correct errors when shown to be errors; and I 
shall adopt new views so fast as they shall appear to be 
true views. 

I have here stated my purpose according to my view of 
official duty; and I intend no modification of my oft-
expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be 
free. 

Yours,  
A. Lincoln.   

 87



     
 

Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation Sept. 22, 1862 

I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States of 
America, and commander-in-chief of the army and navy 
thereof, do hereby proclaim and declare that hereafter, as 
heretofore, the war will be prosecuted for the object of 
practically restoring the constitutional relation between 
the United States and each of the states and the people 
thereof, in which states that relation is or may be 
suspended or disturbed. 

That it is my purpose, upon the next meeting of Congress, to 
again recommend the adoption of a practical measure 
tendering pecuniary aid to the free acceptance or rejection 
of all slave states, so called, the people whereof may not 
then be in rebellion against the United States, and which 
states may then have voluntarily adopted, or thereafter may 
voluntarily adopt, immediate or gradual abolishment of 
slavery within their respective limits; and that the effort 
to colonize persons of African descent with their consent 
upon this continent or elsewhere, with the previously 
obtained consent of the governments existing there, will be 
continued. 

That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held 
as slaves within any state or designated part of a state, 
the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the 
United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever 
free; and the Executive Government of the United States, 
including the military and naval authority thereof, will 
recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will 
do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, 
in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom. 

That the Executive will, on the first day of January 
aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the states and parts 
of states, if any, in which the people thereof, 
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United 
States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, 
shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the 
Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at 
elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such 
state shall have participated, shall, in the absence of 
strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive 
evidence that such state, and the people thereof, are not 
then in rebellion against the United States. 

That attention is hereby called to an act of Congress 
entitled "An act to make an additional article of war," 
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approved March 13, 1862, and which act is in the words and 
figure following: 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
hereafter the following shall be promulgated as an 
additional article of war, for the government of the army of 
the United States, and shall be obeyed and observed as such: 

"ARTICLE —. All officers or persons in the military or naval 
service of the United States are prohibited from employing 
any of the forces under their respective commands for the 
purpose of returning fugitives from service or labor who may 
have escaped from any persons to whom such service or labor 
is claimed to be due, and any officer who shall be found 
guilty by a court-martial of violating this article shall be 
dismissed from the service. 

"SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall take 
effect from and after its passage." 

Also to the ninth and tenth sections of an act entitled "An 
act to suppress insurrection, to punish treason and 
rebellion, to seize and confiscate property of rebels, and 
for other purposes," approved July 17, 1862, and which 
sections are in the words and figures following: 

"SEC 9. And be it further enacted, That all slaves of 
persons who shall hereafter be engaged in rebellion against 
the Government of the United States, or who shall in any way 
give aid or comfort thereto, escaping from such persons and 
taking refuge within the lines of the army; and all slaves 
captured from such persons or deserted by them, and coming 
under the control of the Government of the United States; 
and all slaves of such persons found on [or] being within 
any place occupied by rebel forces and afterwards occupied 
by the forces of the United States, shall be deemed captives 
of war, and shall be forever free of their servitude, and 
not again held as slaves. 

SEC. 10. And be it further enacted, That no slaves escaping 
into any state, territory, or the District of Columbia, from 
any other state, shall be delivered up, or in any way 
impeded or hindered of his liberty, except for crime, or 
some offence against the laws, unless the person claiming 
said fugitive shall first make oath that the person to whom 
the labor or service of such fugitive is alleged to be due 
is his lawful owner, and has not borne arms against the 
United States in the present rebellion, nor in any way given 
aid and comfort thereto; and no person engaged in the 
military or naval service of the United States shall, under 
any pretence whatever, assume to decide on the validity of 
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the claim of any person to the service or labor of any other 
person, or surrender up any such person to the claimant, on 
pain of being dismissed from the service." 

And I do hereby enjoin upon and order all persons engaged in 
the military and naval service of the United States to 
observe, obey, and enforce, within their respective spheres 
of service, the act and sections above recited. 

And the Executive will in due time recommend that all 
citizens of the United States who shall have remained loyal 
thereto throughout the rebellion shall (upon the restoration 
of the constitutional relation between the United States and 
their respective states and people, if that relation shall 
have been suspended or disturbed) be compensated for all 
losses by acts of the United States, including the loss of 
slaves. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused 
the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty-second day of 
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-two, and of the Independence of the United 
States the eighty-seventh. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

U.S., Statutes at Large, Treaties, and Proclamations of the 
United States of America, vol. 12 (Boston, 1863), pp. 1267-
68. 
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Emancipation Proclamation: January 1, 1863 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a 
proclamation was issued by the President of the United 
States, containing, among other things, the following, to 
wit: 

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons 
held as slaves within any State or designated part of a 
State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against 
the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever 
free; and the Executive Government of the United States, 
including the military and naval authority thereof, will 
recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will 
do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, 
in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom. 

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January 
aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and parts 
of States, if any, in which the people thereof, 
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United 
States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, 
shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the 
Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at 
elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such 
State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of 
strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive 
evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not 
then in rebellion against the United States." 

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the 
United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as 
Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United 
States in time of actual armed rebellion against the 
authority and government of the United States, and as a fit 
and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, 
do, on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and in 
accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for 
the full period of one hundred days, from the day first 
above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts 
of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this 
day in rebellion against the United States, the following, 
to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. 
Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. 
James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. 
Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New 
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Orleans) Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, (except the forty-
eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the 
counties of Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, 
York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of 
Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for 
the present, left precisely as if this proclamation were not 
issued. 

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose 
aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as 
slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, 
are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive 
government of the United States, including the military and 
naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be 
free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-
defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when 
allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known, that such persons 
of suitable condition, will be received into the armed 
service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, 
stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts 
in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of 
justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military 
necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and 
the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of  
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight  
hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the  
United States of America the eighty-seventh. 
 
By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

 92



Gettysburg Address 

"Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought 
forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty 
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing 
whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so 
dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield 
of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that 
field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their 
lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting 
and proper that we should do this. But in a larger sense, we 
cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this 
ground. The brave men, living and dead who struggled here 
have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or 
detract. The world will little note nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It 
is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so 
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to 
the great task remaining before us--that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that 
this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and 
that government of the people, by the people, for the people 
shall not perish from the earth." 
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Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address (March 4, 1865)  

Fellow- Countrymen:  At this second appearing to take 
the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion 
for an extended address than there was at the first. Then a 
statement somewhat in detail of a course to be pursued 
seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four 
years, during which public declarations have been constantly 
called forth on every point and phase of the great contest 
which still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies 
of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The 
progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, 
is as well known to the public as to myself, and it is, I 
trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With 
high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is 
ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all 
thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil war. 
All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inaugural 
address was being delivered from this place, devoted 
altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents 
were in the city seeking to destroy it without war--seeking 
to dissolve the Union and divide effects by negotiation. 
Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war 
rather than let the nation survive, and the other would 
accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came. 

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, 
not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in 
the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar 
and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was 
somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and 
extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents 
would rend the Union even by war, while the Government 
claimed no right to do more than to restrict the territorial 
enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war the 
magnitude or the duration which it has already attained. 
Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might 
cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease. 
Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less 
fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible and 
pray to the same God, and each invokes His aid against the 
other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a 
just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat 
of other men's faces, but let us judge not, that we be not 
judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of 
neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His own 
purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offenses; for it 
must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by 
whom the offense cometh." If we shall suppose that American 
slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of 
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God, must needs come, but which, having continued through 
His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He 
gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe 
due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern 
therein any departure from those divine attributes which the 
believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do 
we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of 
war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it 
continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two 
hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, 
and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be 
paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three 
thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgments 
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether." 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with 
firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let 
us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the 
nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the 
battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves 
and with all nations. 
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Mississippi Vagrant Law (1865) 

Section 1. All rogues and vagabonds, idle and dissipated 
persons, beggars, jugglers, or persons practicing unlawful 
games or plays, runaways, common drunkards, common night-
walkers, pilferers, lewd, wanton, or lascivious persons, in 
speech or behavior, common railers and brawlers, persons who 
neglect their calling or employment, misspend what they 
earn, or do not provide for the support of themselves or 
their families, or dependents, and all other idle and 
disorderly persons, including all who neglect all lawful 
business, habitually misspend their time by frequenting 
houses of ill-fame, gaming-houses, or tippling shops, shall 
be deemed and considered vagrants, under the provisions of 
this act, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, with all accruing costs, and 
be imprisoned, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding 
ten days. 

Section 2. All freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes in this 
State, over the age of eighteen years, found on the second 
Monday in January, 1866, or thereafter, with no lawful 
employment or business, or found unlawful assembling 
themselves together, either in the day or night time, and 
all white persons assembling themselves with freedmen, Free 
negroes or mulattoes, or usually associating with freedmen, 
free negroes or mulattoes, on terms of equality, or living 
in adultery or fornication with a freed woman, freed negro 
or mulatto, shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction 
thereof shall be fined in a sum not exceeding, in the case 
of a freedman, free negro or mulatto, fifty dollars, and a 
white man two hundred dollars, and imprisonment at the 
discretion of the court, the free negro not exceeding ten 
days, and the white man not exceeding six months. 

Section 3. All justices of the peace, mayors, and aldermen 
of incorporated towns, counties, and cities of the several 
counties in this State shall have jurisdiction to try all 
questions of vagrancy in their respective towns, counties, 
and cities, and it is hereby made their duty, whenever they 
shall ascertain that any person or persons in their 
respective towns, and counties and cities are violating any 
of the provisions of this act, to have said party or parties 
arrested, and brought before them, and immediately 
investigate said charge, and, on conviction, punish said 
party or parties, as provided for herein. And it is hereby 
made the duty of all sheriffs, constables, town constables, 
and all such like officers, and city marshals, to report to 
some officer having jurisdiction all violations of any of 
the provisions of this act, and in case any officer shall 
fail or neglect any duty herein it shall be the duty of the 

 96



county court to fine said officer, upon conviction, not 
exceeding one hundred dollars, to be paid into the county 
treasury for county purposes. 

*  *  *   

Section 5. All fines and forfeitures collected by the 
provisions of this act shall be paid into the county 
treasury of general county purposes, and in case of any 
freedman, free negro or mulatto shall fail for five days 
after the imposition of any or forfeiture upon him or her 
for violation of any of the provisions of this act to pay 
the same, that it shall be, and is hereby, made the duty of 
the sheriff of the proper county to hire out said freedman, 
free negro or mulatto, to any person who will, for the 
shortest period of service, pay said fine and forfeiture and 
all costs: Provided, a preference shall be given to the 
employer, if there be one, in which case the employer shall 
be entitled to deduct and retain the amount so paid from the 
wages of such freedman, free negro or mulatto, then due or 
to become due; and in case freedman, free negro or mulatto 
cannot hire out, he or she may be dealt with as a pauper. 

*  *  *   

Section 7. If any freedman, free negro, or mulatto shall 
fail or refuse to pay any tax levied according to the 
provisions of the sixth section of this act, it shall be 
prima facie evidence of vagrancy, and it shall be the duty 
of the sheriff to arrest such freedman, free negro, or 
mulatto, or such person refusing or neglecting to pay such 
tax, and proceed at once to hire for the shortest time such 
delinquent taxpayer to any one who will pay the said tax, 
with accruing costs, giving preference to the employer, if 
there be one. 

Enacted August 1865. 
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Mississippi Black Code (1865) 
 

The Civil Rights of Freedmen in Mississippi 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, That all freedmen, free Negroes, and mulattoes 
may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded in all the 
courts of law and equity of this state, and may acquire 
personal property and choses in action, by descent or 
purchase, any may dispose of the same, in the same manner, 
and to the same extent that white persons may: Provided that 
the provisions of this section shall not be so construed as 
to allow any freedman, free Negro, or mulatto to rent or 
lease any lands or tenements, except in incorporated town or 
cities in which places the corporate authorities shall 
control the same. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all freedmen, free 
Negroes, and mulattoes may intermarry with each other, in 
the same manner and under the same regulations that are 
provided by law for white persons: Provided, that the clerk 
of probate shall keep separate records of the same. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That all freedmen, free 
Negroes, and mulattoes, who do now and have heretofore lived 
and cohabited together as husband and wife shall be taken 
and held in law as legally married, and the issue shall be 
taken and held as legitimate for all purposes. That it shall 
not be lawful for any freedman, free Negro, or mulatto to 
intermarry with any white person; nor for any white person 
to intermarry with any freedman, free Negro, or mulatto; any 
person who shall so intermarry shall be deemed guilty of 
felony and, on conviction thereof, shall be confined in the 
state penitentiary for life; and those shall be deemed 
freedmen, free Negroes, and mulattoes who are of pure Negro 
blood, and those descended from a Negro to the third 
generation inclusive, though one ancestor of each generation 
may have been a white person. 

*  *  *   

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That every freedman, free 
Negro, and mulatto shall, on the second Monday of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and annually 
thereafter, have a lawful home or employment. . . . 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That all contracts for labor 
made with freedmen, free Negroes, and mulattoes for a longer 
period than one month shall be in writing and in duplicate, 
attested and read to said freedman, free Negro, or mulatto, 
by a beat, city or county officers, or two disinterested 
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white persons of the country in which the labor is to be 
performed, of which each party shall have one; and said 
contracts shall be taken and held as entire contracts, and 
if the laborer shall quit the service of the employer, 
before expiration of his term of service, without good 
cause, he shall forfeit his wages for that year, up to the 
time of quitting. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That every civil officer 
shall, and every person may, arrest and carry back to his or 
her legal employer any freedman, free Negro, or mulatto who 
shall have quit the service of his or her employer before 
the expiration of his or her term of service without good 
cause, and said officer and person shall be entitled to 
receive for arresting and carrying back every deserting 
employee aforesaid, the sum of five dollars, and ten cents 
per mile from the place of arrest to the place of delivery, 
and the same shall be paid by the employer, and held as a 
set-off for so much against the wages of said deserting 
employee. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That upon affidavit made by 
the employer of any freedman, free Negro, or mulatto, or 
other credible person, before any justice of the peace or 
member of the board of police, that any freedman, free 
Negro, or mulatto, legally employed by said employer, has 
illegally deserted said employment, such justice of the 
peace or member of the board of police shall issue his 
warrant or warrants, returnable before himself, or other 
such officer, directed to any sheriff, constable, or special 
deputy, commanding him to arrest said deserter and return 
him or her to said employer, and the like proceedings shall 
be had as provided in the preceding section. . . . 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
persuade or attempt to persuade, entice, or cause any 
freedman, free Negro, or mulatto to desert from the legal 
employment of any person, before the expiration of his or 
her term of service, or shall knowingly employ any such 
deserting freedman, free Negro, or mulatto, or shall 
knowingly give or sell to any such deserting freedman, free 
Negro, or mulatto, any food, raiment, or other thing, he or 
she shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, 
shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars and not 
more then two hundred dollars and the costs, and, if said 
fine and costs shall not be immediately paid, the court 
shall sentence said convict to not exceeding two months' 
imprisonment in the county jail, and he or she shall 
moreover be liable to the party injured in damages: . . . . 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for 
any freedman, free Negro, or mulatto to charge any white 
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person, freedman, free Negro, or mulatto, by affidavit, with 
any criminal offense against his or her person or property 
and upon such affidavit the proper process shall be issued 
and executed as if said affidavit was made by a white 
person, and it shall be lawful for any freedman, free Negro, 
or mulatto, in any action, suit, or controversy pending, or 
about to be instituted, in any court of law or equity of 
this state, to make all needful and lawful affidavits, as 
shall be necessary for the institution, prosecution, or 
defense of such suit or controversy. 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, That the penal laws of this 
state, in all cases not otherwise specially provided for, 
shall apply and extend to all freedmen, free Negroes, and 
mulattoes. . . . 

Approved November 25, 1865   
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Black Residents of Nashville Petition for Citizenship11

[Nashville, Tenn.  January 9, 1865] 

To the Union Convention of Tennessee Assembled in the 
Capitol at Nashville, January 9th, 1865: 

We the undersigned petitioners, American citizens of African 
descent, natives and residents of Tennessee, and devoted 
friends of the great National cause, do most respectfully 
ask a patient hearing of your honorable body in regard to 
matters deeply affecting the future condition of our 
unfortunate and long suffering race. 

First of all, however, we would say that words are too weak 
to tell how profoundly grateful we are to the Federal 
Government for the good work of freedom which it is 
gradually carrying forward; and for the Emancipation 
Proclamation which has set free all the slaves in some of 
the rebellious States, as well as many of the slaves in 
Tennessee. 

After two hundred years of bondage and suffering a returning 
sense of justice has awakened the great body of the American 
people to make amends for the unprovoked wrongs committed 
against us for over two hundred years. 

Your petitioners would ask you to complete the work begun by 
the nation at large, and abolish the last vestige of slavery 
by the express words of your organic law. 

Many masters in Tennessee whose slaves have left them, will 
certainly make every effort to bring them back to bondage 
after the reorganization of the State government, unless 
slavery be expressly abolished by the Constitution. 

We hold that freedom is the natural right of all men, which 
they themselves have no more right to give or barter away, 
than they have to sell their honor, their wives, or their 
children. 

                                                 
11 Unidentified newspaper clipping of Andrew Tait et al. to the Union Convention 
of Tennessee, 9 Jan. 1865, enclosed in Col. R. D. Mussey to Capt. C. P. Brown, 23 
Jan. 1865, Letters Received, ser. 925, Dept. of the Cumberland, U.S. Army 
Continental Commands, Record Group 393 Pt. 1, National Archives. Published in 
The Black Military Experience, pp. 811-16, in Free at Last, pp. 497-505, and in 
Freedom's Soldiers, pp. 141-48. 
 http://www.history.umd.edu/Freedmen/tenncon.htm.   
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We claim to be men belonging to the great human family, 
descended from one great God, who is the common Father of 
all, and who bestowed on all races and tribes the priceless 
right of freedom.  Of this right, for no offence of ours, we 
have long been cruelly deprived, and the common voice of the 
wise and good of all countries, has remonstrated against our 
enslavement, as one of the greatest crimes in all history. 

We claim freedom, as our natural right, and ask that in 
harmony and co-operation with the nation at large, you 
should cut up by the roots the system of slavery, which is 
not only a wrong to us, but the source of all the evil which 
at present afflicts the State.  For slavery, corrupt itself, 
corrupted nearly all, also, around it, so that it has 
influenced nearly all the slave States to rebel against the 
Federal Government, in order to set up a government of 
pirates under which slavery might be perpetrated. 

In the contest between the nation and slavery, our 
unfortunate people have sided, by instinct, with the 
former.  We have little fortune to devote to the national 
cause, for a hard fate has hitherto forced us to live in 
poverty, but we do devote to its success, our hopes, our 
toils, our whole heart, our sacred honor, and our lives.  We 
will work, pray, live, and, if need be, die for the Union, 
as cheerfully as ever a white patriot died for his 
country.  The color of our skin does not lesson in the least 
degree, our love either for God or for the land of our 
birth. 

We are proud to point your honorable body to the fact, that 
so far as our knowledge extends, not a negro traitor has 
made his appearance since the beginning of this wicked 
rebellion. 

Whether freeman or slaves the colored race in this country 
have always looked upon the United States as the Promised 
Land of Universal freedom, and no earthly temptation has 
been strong enough to induce us to rebel against it.  We 
love the Union by an instinct which is stronger than any 
argument or appeal which can be used against it.  It is the 
attachment of a child to its parent. 

Devoted as we are to the principles of justice, of love to 
all men, and of equal rights on which our Government is 
based, and which make it the hope of the world.  We know the 
burdens of citizenship, and are ready to bear them.  We know 
the duties of the good citizen, and are ready to perform 
them cheerfully, and would ask to be put in a position in 
which we can discharge them more effectually.  We do not ask 
for the privilege of citizenship, wishing to shun the 
obligations imposed by it. 
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Near 200,000 of our brethren are to-day performing military 
duty in the ranks of the Union army.  Thousands of them have 
already died in battle, or perished by a cruel martyrdom for 
the sake of the Union, and we are ready and willing to 
sacrifice more.  But what higher order of citizen is there 
than the soldier?  or who has a greater trust confided to 
his hands?  If we are called on to do military duty against 
the rebel armies in the field, why should we be denied the 
privilege of voting against rebel citizens at the ballot-
box?  The latter is as necessary to save the Government as 
the former. 

The colored man will vote by instinct with the Union party, 
just as uniformly as he fights with the Union army. 

This is not a new question in Tennessee.  From 1796 to 1835, 
a period of thirty-nine years, free colored men voted at all 
her elections without question.  Her leading politicians and 
statesmen asked for and obtained the suffrages of colored 
voters, and were not ashamed of it.  Such men as Andrew 
Jackson, President of the United States, Hon. Felix Grundy, 
John Bell, Hon. Hugh L. White, Cave Johnson, and Ephraim H. 
Foster, members of the United States Senate and of the 
Cabinet, Gen. William Carroll, Samuel Houston, Aaron V. 
Brown, and, in fact, all the politicians and candidates of 
all parties in Tennessee solicited colored free men for 
their votes at every election. 

Nor was Tennessee alone in this respect, for the same 
privileges was granted to colored free men in North 
Carolina, to-day the most loyal of all the rebellious 
States, without ever producing any evil consequences. 

If colored men have been faithful and true to the Government 
of the United States in spite of the Fugitive Slave Law, and 
the cruel policy often pursued toward them, will they not be 
more devoted to it now than ever, since it has granted them 
that liberty which they desired above all things?  Surely, 
if colored men voted without harm to the State, while their 
brethren were in bondage, they will be much more devoted and 
watchful over her interests when elevated to the rank of 
freemen and voters.  If they are good law-abiding citizens, 
praying for its prosperity, rejoicing in its progress, 
paying its taxes, fighting its battles, making its farms, 
mines, work-shops and commerce more productive, whey deny 
them the right to have a voice in the election of its 
rulers? 

This is a democracy—a government of the people.  It should 
aim to make every man, without regard to the color of his 
skin, the amount of his wealth, or the character of his 
religious faith, feel personally interested in its 
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welfare.  Every man who lives under the Government should 
feel that it is his property, his treasure, the bulwark and 
defence of himself and his family, his pearl of great price, 
which he must preserve, protect, and defend faithfully at 
all times, on all occasions, in every possible manner. 

This is not a Democratic Government if a numerous, law-
abiding, industrious, and useful class of citizens, born and 
bred on the soil, are to be treated as aliens and enemies, 
as an inferior degraded class, who must have no voice in the 
Government which they support, protect and defend, with all 
their heart, soul, mind, and body, both in peace and war. 

This Government is based on the teachings of the Bible, 
which prescribes the same rules of action for all members of 
the human family, whether their complexion be white, yellow, 
red or black.  God no where in his revealed word, makes an 
invidious and degrading distinction against his children, 
because of their color.  And happy is that nation which 
makes the Bible its rule of action, and obeys principle, not 
prejudice. 

Let no man oppose this doctrine because it is opposed to his 
old prejudices.  The nation is fighting for its life, and 
cannot afford to be controlled by prejudice.  Had prejudice 
prevailed instead of principle, not a single colored soldier 
would have been in the Union army to-day.  But principle and 
justice triumphed, and now near 200,000 colored patriots 
stand under the folds of the national flag, and brave their 
breasts to the bullets of the rebels.  As we are in the 
battlefield, so we swear before heaven, by all that is dear 
to men, to be at the ballot-box faithful and true to the 
Union. 

The possibility that the negro suffrage proposition may 
shock popular prejudice at first sight, is not a conclusive 
argument against its wisdom and policy.  No proposition ever 
met with more furious or general opposition than the one to 
enlist colored soldiers in the United States army.  The 
opponents of the measure exclaimed on all hands that the 
negro was a coward; that he would not fight; that one white 
man, with a whip in his hand could put to flight a regiment 
of them; that the experiment would end in the utter rout and 
ruin of the Federal army.  Yet the colored man has fought so 
well, on almost every occasion, that the rebel government is 
prevented, only by its fears and distrust of being able to 
force him to fight for slavery as well as he fights against 
it, from putting half a million of negroes into its ranks. 

The Government has asked the colored man to fight for its 
preservation and gladly has he done it.  It can afford to 
trust him with a vote as safely as it trusted him with a 
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bayonet. 

How boundless would be the love of the colored citizen, how 
intense and passionate his zeal and devotion to the 
government, how  enthusiastic and how lasting would be his 
gratitude, if his white brethren were to take him by the 
hand and say, "You have been ever loyal to our government; 
henceforward be voters." Again, the granting of this 
privilege would stimulate the colored man to greater 
exertion to make himself an intelligent, respected, useful 
citizen.  His pride of character would be appealed to this 
way most successfully; he would send his children to school, 
that they might become educated and intelligent members of 
society.  It used to be thought that ignorant negroes were 
the most valuable, but this belief probably originated from 
the fact that it is almost impossible to retain an educated, 
intelligent man in bondage.  Certainly, if the free colored 
man be educated, and his morals enlightened and improved, he 
will be a far better member of society, and less liable to 
transgress its laws.  It is the brutal, degraded, ignorant 
man who is usually the criminal. 

One other matter we would urge on your honorable body.  At 
present we can have only partial protection from the 
courts.  The testimony of twenty of the most intelligent, 
honorable, colored loyalists cannot convict a white traitor 
of a treasonable action.  A white rebel might sell powder 
and lead to a rebel soldier in the presence of twenty 
colored soldiers, and yet their evidence would be worthless 
so far as the courts are concerned, and the rebel would 
escape.  A colored man may have served for years faithfully 
in the army, and yet his testimony in court would be 
rejected, while that of a white man who had served in the 
rebel army would be received. 

If this order of things continue, our people are destined to 
a malignant persecution at the hands of rebels and their 
former rebellious masters, whose hatred they may have 
incurred, without precedent even in the South.  Every rebel 
soldier or citizen whose arrest in the perpetration of crime 
they may have effected, every white traitor whom they may 
have brought to justice, will torment and persecute them and 
set justice at defiance, because the courts will not receive 
negro testimony, which will generally be the only possible 
testimony in such cases.  A rebel may murder his former 
slave and defy justice, because he committed the deed in the 
presence of half a dozen respectable colored citizens.  He 
may have the dwelling of his former slave burned over his 
head, and turn his wife and children out of doors, and defy 
the law, for no colored man can appear against him.  Is this 
the fruit of freedom, and the reward of our services in the 
field?  Was it for this that colored soldiers fell by 
hundreds before Nashville, fighting under the flag of the 

 105



Union?  Is it for this that we have guided Union officers 
and soldiers, when escaping from the cruel and deadly 
prisons of the South through forests and swamps, at the risk 
of our own lives, for we knew that to us detection would be 
death?  Is it for this that we have concealed multitudes of 
Union refugees in caves and cane-brakes, when flying from 
the conscription officers and tracked by bloodhounds, and 
divided with them our last morsal of food?  Will you declare 
in your revised constitution that a pardoned traitor may 
appear in court and his testimony be heard, but that no 
colored loyalist shall be believed even upon oath?  If this 
should be so, then will our last state be worse than our 
first, and we can look for no relief on this side of the 
grave.  Has not the colored man fought, bled and died for 
the Union, under a thousand great disadvantages and 
discouragements?  Has his fidelity ever had a shadow of 
suspicion cast upon it, in any matter of responsibility 
confided to his hands? 

There have been white traitors in multitudes in Tennessee, 
but where, we ask, is the black traitor?  Can you forget how 
the colored man has fought at Fort Morgan, at Milliken's 
Bend, at Fort Pillow, before Petersburg, and your own city 
of Nashville? 

When has the colored citizen, in this rebellion been tried 
and found wanting? 

In conclusion, we would point to the fact that the States 
where the largest measure of justice and civil rights has 
been granted to the colored man, both as to suffrage and his 
oath in court, are among the most rich, intelligent, 
enlightened and prosperous.  Massachusetts, illustrious for 
her statesmen and her commercial and manufacturing 
enterprises and thrift, whose noble liberality has relieved 
so many loyal refugees and other sufferers of Tennessee, 
allows her colored citizens to vote, and is ever jealous of 
their rights.  She has never had reason to repent the day 
when she gave them the right of voting. 

Had the southern states followed her example the present 
rebellion never would have desolated their borders. 

Several other Northern States permit negro suffrage, nor 
have bad effects ever resulted from it.  It may be safely 
affirmed that Tennessee was quite as safe and prosperous 
during the 39 years while she allowed negro suffrage, as she 
has been since she abolished it. 

In this great and fearful struggle of the nation with a 
wicked rebellion, we are anxious to perform the full measure 
of our duty both as citizens and soldiers   to the Union 
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cause we consecrate ourselves, and our families, with all 
that we have on earth.  Our souls burn with love for the 
great government of freedom and equal rights.  Our white 
brethren have no cause for distrust as regards our fidelity, 
for neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of the Union. 

Praying that the great God, who is the common Father of us 
all, by whose help the land must be delivered from present 
evil, and before whom we must all stand at last to be judged 
by the rule of eternal justice, and not by passion and 
prejudice, may enlighten your minds and enable you to act 
with wisdom, justice, and magnanimity, we remain your 
faithful friends in all the perils and dangers which 
threaten our beloved country. 

[59 signatures]                                            
�And many other colored citizens of Nashville 

� 
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Civil Rights Act of 1866 
 

1866 
Excerpt 

 

An Act to Protect All Persons in the United States in Their 
Civil Rights, and Furnish the Means of their Vindication. 

Be it enacted, That all persons born in the United States 
and not subject to any foreign power, excluding Indians not 
taxed, are hereby declared to be citizens of the United 
States; and such citizens, of every race and color, without 
regard to any previous condition of slavery or involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall have the same 
right, in every State and Territory in the United States, to 
make and enforce contracts, to sue, be parties, and give 
evidence, to inherit, purchase, lease, sell, hold, and 
convey real and personal property and to full and equal 
benefit of all laws and proceedings for the security of 
person and property, as is enjoyed by white citizens, and 
shall be subject to like punishment, pains, and penalties, 
and to none other, any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, 
or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That any person who, 
under color of any law, statute, ordinance, regulation, or 
custom, shall subject, or cause to be subjected, any 
inhabitant of any State or Territory to the deprivation of 
any right secured or protected by this act, or to different 
punishment, pains, or penalties on account of such person 
having at any time been held in a condition of slavery or 
involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted or by 
reason of his color, or race, than is prescribed for the 
punishment of white persons, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall be punished by fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, or imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That the district 
courts of the United States . . . shall have, exclusively of 
the courts of the several States, cognizance of all crimes 
and offences committed against the provisions of this act, 
and also, concurrently with the circuit court of the United 
States, of all causes, civil and criminal, affecting persons 
who are denied or cannot enforce in the courts or judicial 
tribunals of the State or locality where they may be any of 
the rights secured to them by the first section of this act. 
. . . 

Section 4. And be it further enacted, That the district 
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attorneys, marshals, and deputy marshals of the United 
States, the commissioners appointed by the Circuit and 
territorial courts of the United States, with powers of 
arresting, imprisoning, or bailing offenders against the 
laws of the United States, the officers and agents of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau, and every other officer who may be 
specially empowered by the President of the United States, 
shall be, and they are hereby, specially authorized and 
required, at the expense of the United States, to institute 
proceedings against all and every person who shall violate 
the provisions of this act, and cause him or them to be 
arrested and imprisoned, or bailed, as the case may be, for 
trial before such court of the United States or territorial 
court as by this act has cognizance of the offence. . . . 

Section 8. And be it further enacted, That whenever the 
President of the United States shall have reason to believe 
that offences have been or are likely to be committed 
against the provisions of this act within any judicial 
district, it shall be lawful for him, in his discretion, to 
direct the judge, marshal, and district attorney of such 
district to attend at such place within the district, and 
for such time as he may designate, for the purpose of the 
more speedy arrest and trial of persons charged with a 
violation of this act; and it shall be the duty of every 
judge or other officer, when any such requisition shall be 
received by him, to attend at the place and for the time 
therein designated. 

Section 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States, or such 
person as he may empower for that purpose, to employ such 
part of the land or naval forces of the United States, or of 
the militia, as shall be necessary to prevent the violation 
and enforce the due execution of this act. 

Section 10. And be it further enacted, That upon all 
questions of law arising in any cause under the provisions 
of this act a final appeal may be taken to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 
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John Morrison Testifies Before Congress (1883)   

 
John Morrison, a young machinist from New York City, was one 
of hundreds of Americans who testified before a U.S. Senate 
committee on relations between capital and labor in 1883.12  
In this exchange with Senators, what changes does Morrison 
see in the workplace?  What economic impact did 
industrialization have on workers, according to Morrison?  
Finally, what was the impact on workers’ political views?     
 
Q: Is there any difference between the conditions under 

which machinery is made now and those which existed ten 
years ago?   

A: A great deal of difference.   
Q: State the differences as well as you can.   
A: Well, the trade has been subdivided and those 

subdivisions have been again subdivided, so that a man 
never learns the machinists’ trade now.  Ten years ago he 
learned, not the whole of the trade, but a fair portion 
of it.  Also there is more machinery used in the 
business, which again makes machinery.  In the case of 
making the sewing machine, for instance, you find that 
the trade is so subdivided that a man is not considered a 
machinist at all.  Hence it is merely laborers’ work and 
it is laborers that work at that branch of our trade.  
The different branches of the trade are divided and 
subdivided so that one man may make just a particular 
part of a machine and may not know anything whatever 
about another part of the same machine.  In that way 
machinery is produced a great deal cheaper than it used 
to be formerly, and in fact, through this system of work, 
100 men are able to do now what it took 300 or 400 men to 
do fifteen years ago.  By the use of machinery and the 
subdivision of the trade they so simplify the work that 
it is made a great deal easier and put together a great 
deal faster.  There is no system of apprenticeship, I may 
say, in the business.  You simply go in and learn 
whatever branch you are put at, and you stay at that 
unless you are changed to another.   

Q: Does a man learn his branch very rapidly?   
A: Yes, sir; he can learn his portion of the business very 

rapidly.  Of course he becomes very expert at it, doing 
that all the time and nothing else, and therefore he is 
able to do a great deal more work in that particular 
branch than if he were a general hand and expected to do 
everything in the business as it came along. . . .   

Q: Do you know from reading the papers or from general 
knowledge of the business whether there are other places 

                                                 
12 Report of the Committee of the Senate upon the Relations between Labor and Capital, 48th 
Congress (1885), pp. 755-59.  Reprinted in John Mack Faragher, et al. eds., Out of Many 
Documents Set 4th ed., vol. 2 (2003), pp.  254-56.   
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in other cities or other parts of the country that those 
men could have gone and got work?   

A: I know from general reports of the condition of our trade 
that the same condition existed throughout the country 
generally.   

Q: Then those men could not have bettered themselves by 
going to any other place, you think?   

A: Not in a body.   
Q: I am requested to ask you thins question:  Dividing the 

public, as is commonly done, into the upper, middle, and 
lower classes, to which class would you assign the 
average workingman of your trade at the time when you 
entered it, and to which class would you assign him now?   

A: I now assign them to the lower class.  At the time I 
entered the trade I should assign them as merely hanging 
on to the middle class; ready to drop out at any time.   

Q: What is the character of the social intercourse of those 
workingmen?  Answer first with relevance to their 
intercourse with other people outside of their own trade—
merchants, employers, and others.   

A: Are you asking what sort of social intercourse exists 
between the machinists and the merchants?  If you are, 
there is none whatever, or very little if any.   

Q: What sort of social intercourse exists among the 
machinists themselves and their families, as to visiting, 
entertaining one another, and having little parties and 
other forms of sociability, those little things that go 
to make up the social pleasures of life?   

A: In fact with the married folks that has died out—such 
things as birthday parties, picnics, and so on.  The 
machinists today are on such small pay, and the cost of 
living is so high, that they have very little, if 
anything, to spend for recreation, and the machinist has 
to content himself with enjoying himself at home, either 
fighting with his wife, or licking his children.   

Q: I hope that is not a common amusement in the trade.  Was 
it so ten years ago?   

A: It was not; from the fact that they then sought enjoyment 
in other places, and had a little more money to spend.  
But since they have had no organization worth speaking 
of, of course their pay has gone down.  At that time they 
had a form of organization in some way or other which 
seemed to keep up the wages, and there was more life left 
in the machinist then; he had more ambition, he felt more 
like seeking enjoyment outside, and in reading and such 
things, but now it is changed to the opposite; the 
machinist has no such desires.   

Q: What is the social air about the ordinary machinist’s 
house?  Are there evidences of happiness, and joy, and 
hilarity, or is the general atmosphere solemn, and 
somber, and gloomy?   

A: To explain that fully, I would state first of all, that 
machinists have got to work ten hours a day in New York, 
and that they are compelled to work very hard.  In fact 
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the machinists of America are compelled to do about one-
third more work than the machinists do in England in a 
day.  Therefore, when they come home they are naturally 
played out from shoving the file, or using the hammer or 
the chisel, or whatever it may be, such long hours.  They 
are pretty well played out when they come home, and the 
first thing they think of is having something to eat and 
sitting down, and resting, and then striking a bed.  Of 
course when a man is dragged out in that way he is 
naturally cranky, and he makes all around him cranky; so, 
instead of a pleasant house it is every day expecting to 
lose his job by competition from his fellow workman, 
there being so many out of employment, and no places for 
them, and his wages being pulled down through their 
competition, looking at all times to be thrown out of 
work in that way, and staring starvation in the face 
makes him feel sad, and the head of the house being sad, 
of course the whole family is the same, so the house 
looks like a dull prison instead of a home.   

Q: Do you mean to say that that is the general condition of 
the machinists in New York and in this vicinity?   

A: That is their general condition, with, of course, a good 
many exceptions.  That is the general condition to the 
best of my knowledge.   

Q: Where do you work?   
A: I would rather not have it in print.  Perhaps I would 

have to go [be fired] Monday morning if I did.  We are so 
situated in the machinists’ trade that we daren’t let 
them know much about us.  If they know that we open our 
mouths on the labor question, and try to form 
organizations, we are quietly told that “business is 
slack,” and we have got to go.   

Q: Do you know of anybody being discharged for making 
speeches on the labor question?   

A: Yes; I do know of several.  A little less than a year ago 
several members of the [labor] organization that I belong 
to were discharged because it was discovered that they 
were members of the organization.   

Q: Do you say those men were members of the same 
organization that you belong to?   

A: Yes, sir; but not working in the same place where I work.  
And in fact many of my trade have been on the “black 
list,” and have had to leave town to find work.   

Q: Are the machinists here generally contented, or are they 
in a state of discontent and unrest?   

A: There is mostly a general feeling of discontent, and you 
will find among the machinists the most radical 
workingmen, with the most revolutionary ideas.  You will 
find that they don’t so much give their thoughts simply 
to trades unions and other efforts of that kind, but they 
go far beyond that; they only look for relief through the 
ballot or through a revolution, a forcible revolution. . 
. .   
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Q: You say they look for relief through a forcible 
revolution.  In the alternative of a forcible revolution 
have they considered what form of government they would 
establish?   

A: Yes; some of them have and some of them have not.   
Q: What kind of government would they establish?   
A: Yes.  They want to form a government such as this was 

intended to be, a government “of the people, for the 
people, and by the people”—different entirely from the 
present form of government.   
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WEALTH. 

BY ANDREW CARNEGIE 

The problem of our age is the proper administration of 
wealth, so that the ties of brotherhood may still bind 
together the rich and poor in harmonious relationship. The 
conditions of human life have not only been changed, but 
revolutionized, within the past few hundred years. In former 
days there was little difference between the swelling, 
dress, food, and environment of the chief and those of his 
retainers. The Indians are to-day where civilized man then 
was. When visiting the Sioux, I was led to the wigwam of the 
chief. It was just like the others in external appearance, 
and even within the difference was trifling between it and 
those of the poorest of his braves. The contrast between the 
palace of the millionaire and the cottage of the laborer 
with us to-day measures the change which has come with 
civilization. 

This change, however, is not to be deplored, but welcomed as 
highly beneficial. It is well, nay, essential for the 
progress of the race, that the houses of some should be 
homes for all that is highest and best in literature and the 
arts, and for all the refinements of civilization, rather 
than that none should be so. Much better this great 
irregularity than universal squalor. .  .  .  But whether 
the change be for good or ill, it is upon us, beyond our 
power to alter, and therefore to be accepted and made the 
best of. It is waste of time to criticize the inevitable. 

. . .  Formerly articles were manufactured at the domestic 
hearth or in small shops which formed part of the household. 
The master and his apprentices worked side by side, the 
latter living with the master, and therefore subject to the 
same conditions. When these apprentices rose to be masters, 
there was little or no change in their mode of life, and 
they, in turn, educated in the same routine succeeding 
apprentices. There was, substantially, social equality, and 
even political equality, for those engaged in industrial 
pursuits had then little or no political voice in the State. 

But the inevitable result of such a mode of manufacture was 
crude articles at high prices. To-day the world obtains 
commodities of excellent quality at prices which even the 
generation preceding this would have deemed incredible. In 
the commercial world similar causes have produced similar 
results, and the race is benefited thereby. The poor enjoy 
what the rich could not before afford. What were the 
luxuries have become the necessaries of life. The laborer 
has now more comforts than the farmer had a few generations 
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ago. The farmer has more luxuries than the landlord had, and 
is more richly clad and better housed. The landlord has 
books and pictures rarer, and appointments more artistic, 
than the King could then obtain. 

The price we pay for this salutary change is, no doubt, 
great. We assemble thousands of operatives in the factory, 
in the mine, and in the counting-house, of whom the employer 
can know little or nothing, and to whom the employer is 
little better than a myth. All intercourse between them is 
at an end. Rigid Castes are formed, and, as, usual, mutual 
ignorance breeds mutual distrust. Each Caste is without 
sympathy for the other, and ready to credit anything 
disparaging in regard to it. Under the law of competition, 
the employer of thousands is forced into the strictest 
economies, among which the rates paid to labor figure 
prominently, and often there is friction between the 
employer and the employed, between capital and labor, 
between rich and poor. Human society loses homogeneity. 

The price which society pays for the law of competition, 
like the price it pays for cheap comforts and luxuries, is 
also great; but the advantages of this law are also greater 
still, for it is to this law that we owe our wonderful 
material development, which brings improved conditions in 
its train.  .  .  .  We accept and welcome, therefore, as 
conditions to which we must accommodate ourselves, great 
inequality of environment, the concentration of business, 
industrial and commercial, in the hands of a few, and the 
law of competition between these, as being not only 
beneficial, but essential for the future progress of the 
race.  . .  .  Nor is there any middle ground which such men 
can occupy, because the great manufacturing or commercial 
concern which does not earn at least interest upon its 
capital soon becomes bankrupt. It must either go forward or 
fall behind: to stand still is impossible. It is a condition 
essential for its successful operation that it should be 
thus far profitable, and even that, in addition to interest 
on capital, it should make profit. It is a law, as certain 
as any of the others named, that men possessed of this 
peculiar talent for affairs, under the free play of economic 
forces, must, of necessity, soon be in receipt of more 
revenue than can be judiciously expended upon themselves; 
and this law is as beneficial for the race as the others. 

.  .  .  The Socialist or Anarchist who seeks to overturn 
present conditions is to be regarded as attacking the 
foundation upon which civilization itself rests, for 
civilization took its start from the day that the capable, 
industrious workman said to his incompetent and lazy fellow, 
"If thou dost not sow, thou shalt no reap," and thus ended 
primitive Communism by separating the drones from the bees. 
One who studies this subject will soon be brought face to 

 115



face with the conclusion that upon the sacredness of 
property civilization itself depends -- the right of the 
laborer to his hundred dollars in the savings bank, and 
equally the legal right of the millionaire to his millions. 
To those who propose to substitute Communism for this 
intense Individualism the answer, therefore, is: The race 
has tried that. All progress from that barbarous day to the 
present time has resulted from its displacement. Not evil, 
but good, has come to the race from the accumulation of 
wealth by those who have the ability and energy that produce 
it. But even if we admit for a moment that it might be 
better for the race to discard its present foundation, 
Individualism, -- that it is a nobler ideal that man should 
labor, not for himself alone, but in and for a brotherhood 
of his fellows, and share with them all in common, realizing 
Swedenborg's idea of Heaven, where, as he says, the angels 
derive their happiness, not from laboring for self, but for 
each other, -- even admit all this, and a sufficient answer 
is, This is not evolution, but revolution. It necessitates 
the changing of human nature itself -- a work of eons, even 
if it were good to change it, which we cannot know. It is 
not practicable in our day or in our age. .  .  .   

.  .  .  The question then arises, -- and, if the foregoing 
be correct, it is the only question with which we have to 
deal, -- What is the proper mode of administering wealth 
after the laws upon which civilization is founded have 
thrown it into the hands of the few? And it is of this great 
question that I believe I offer the true solution. It will 
be understood that fortunes are here spoken of, not moderate 
sums saved by many years of effort, the returns from which 
are required for the comfortable maintenance and education 
of families. This is not wealth, but only competence, which 
it should be the aim of all to acquire.   

*   *   * 

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of Wealth: 
First, to set an example of modest, unostentatious living, 
shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for 
the legitimate wants of those dependent upon him; and after 
doing so to consider all surplus revenues which come to him 
simply as trust funds, which he is called upon to 
administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty to 
administer in the manner which, in his judgment, is best 
calculated to produce the most beneficial results for the 
community -- the man of wealth thus becoming the mere agent 
and trustee for his poorer brethren, bringing to their 
service his superior wisdom, experience, and ability to 
administer, doing for them better than they would or could 
do for themselves. 
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*   *   * 

In bestowing charity, the main consideration should be to 
help those who will help themselves; to provide part of the 
means by which those who desire to improve may do so; to 
give those who desire to rise the aids by which they may 
rise; to assist, but rarely or never to do all. Neither the 
individual nor the race is improved by aims-giving. Those 
worthy of assistance, except in rare cases, seldom require 
assistance. The really valuable men of the race never do, 
except in cases of accident or sudden change. Every one has, 
of course, cases of individuals brought to his own knowledge 
where temporary assistance can do genuine good, and these he 
will not overlook. But the amount which can be wisely given 
by the individual for individuals is necessarily limited by 
his lack of knowledge of the circumstances connected with 
each. He is the only true reformer who is as careful and as 
anxious not to aid the unworthy as he is to aid the worthy, 
and, perhaps, even more so, for in aims-giving more injury 
is probably done by rewarding vice than by relieving virtue. 

The rich man is thus almost restricted to following the 
examples of Peter Cooper, Enoch Pratt of Baltimore, Mr. 
Pratt of Brooklyn, Senator Stanford, and others, who know 
that the best means of benefiting the community is to place 
within its reach the ladders upon which the aspiring can 
rise -- parks, and means of recreation, by which men are 
helped in body and minds; works of art, certain to give 
pleasure and improve the public taste, and public 
institutions of various kinds, which will improve the 
general condition of the people; -- in this manner returning 
their surplus wealth to the mass of their fellows in the 
forms best calculated to do them lasting good. 

Thus is the problem of Rich and Poor to be solved. The laws 
of accumulation will be left free; the laws of distribution 
free. Individualism will continue, but the millionaire will 
be but a trustee for the poor; intrusted for a season with a 
great part of the increased wealth of the community, but 
administering it for the community far better than it could 
or would have done for itself. The best minds will thus have 
reached a stage in the development of the race in which it 
is clearly seen that there is no mode of disposing of 
surplus wealth creditable to thoughtful and earnest men into 
whose hands it flows save by using it year by year for the 
general good. This day already dawns. But a little while, 
and although, without incurring the pity of their fellows, 
men may die sharers in great business enterprises from which 
their capital cannot be or has not been withdrawn, and is 
left chiefly at death for public uses, yet the man who dies 
leaving behind him millions of available wealth, which was 
his to administer during life, will pass away "unwept, 
unhonored, and unsung," no matter to what uses he leaves the 
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dross which he cannot take with him. Of such as these the 
public verdict will then be: "The man who dies thus rich 
dies disgraced."   

ANDREW CARNEGIE. 

Transcribed by Katie Morgan and reverse-proofread by T. 
Lloyd Benson from Andrew Carnegie, "Wealth," North American 
Review, CXLVIII (June 1889), 653-64. 
http://facweb.furman.edu/~benson/docs/carnegie.htm  
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Letters on Conditions at Pullman (1892)13   

  

George M. Pullman (1831-

1897) 

John P. Altgeld (1847-

1902) 

 

Letter 1:  From Pullman Workers to Illinois Gov. John P. 
Altgeld 

Kensington, Ill., 

August 17, 1894. 

To His Excellency, the Governor of the State of Illinois: 

We, the people of Pullman, who, by the greed and oppression 
of George M. Pullman, have been brought to a condition where 
starvation stares us in the face, do hereby appeal to you 
for aid in this our hour of need. We have been refused 
employment and have no means of leaving this vicinity, and 
our families are starving. Our places have been filled with 
workmen from all over the United States, brought here by the 
Pullman Company, and the surplus were turned away to walk 
the streets and starve also. There are over 1600 families 
here in destitution and want, and their condition is 
pitiful. We have exhausted all the means at our command to 
feed them, and we now make this appeal to you as a last 
resource. Trusting that God will influence you in our behalf 
and that you will give this your prompt attention, we 
remain, 

Yours in distress, 

                                                 
13 John Altgeld, Live Questions (Chicago: George S. Bowen and Son, 1899).  Reprinted in “Broken Spirits:  
Letters on the Pullman Strike,” http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5363/.    
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THE STARVING CITIZENS OF PULLMAN   

 

Letter 2:  From Gov. John P. Altgeld to George Pullman   

August 19, 1894. 

To George M. Pullman, President Pullman Palace Car Co., 

Chicago: 

Sir:—I have received numerous reports to the effect that 

there is great distress at Pullman. To-day I received a 

formal appeal as Governor from a committee of the Pullman 

people for aid. They state that sixteen hundred families 

including women and children, are starving; that they cannot 

get work and have not the means to go elsewhere; that your 

company has brought men from all over the United States to 

fill their places. Now these people live in your town and 

were your employees. Some of them worked for your company 

for many years. They must be people of industry and 

character or you would not have kept them. Many of them have 

practically given their lives to you. It is claimed they 

struck because after years of toil their loaves were so 

reduced that their children went hungry. Assuming that they 

were wrong and foolish, they had yet served you long and 

well and you must feel some interest in them. They do not 

stand on the same footing with you, so that much must be 

overlooked. The State of Illinois has not the least desire 

to meddle in the affairs of your company, but it cannot 

allow a whole community within its borders to perish of 

hunger. The local overseer of the poor has been appealed to, 

but there is a limit to what he can do. I cannot help them 

very much at present. So unless relief comes from some other 

source I shall either have to call an extra session of the 

Legislature to make special appropriations, or else issue an 

appeal to the humane people of the State to give bread to 

your recent employees. It seems to me that you would prefer 

to relieve the situation yourself, especially as it has just 

cost the State upwards of fifty thousand dollars to protect 

your property, and both the State and the public have 

suffered enormous loss and expense on account of 
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disturbances that grew out of trouble between your company 

and its workmen. I am going to Chicago to-night to make a 

personal investigation before taking any official action. I 

will be at my office in the Unity block at 10 a.m. to-

morrow, and shall be glad to hear from you if you care to 

make any reply. 

JOHN P. ALTGELD, Governor. 

 

Letter 3:  Altgeld to Pullman 

August 21st 1894. 

Mr. George M. Pullman, President Pullman Car Company, 

Chicago, Ill.: 

Sir:—I have examined the conditions at Pullman yesterday, 

visited even the kitchens and bedrooms of many of the 

people. Two representatives of your company were with me and 

we found the distress as great as it was represented. The 

men are hungry and the women and children are actually 

suffering. They have been living on charity for a number of 

months and it is exhausted. Men who had worked for your 

company for more than ten years had to apply to the relief 

society in two weeks after the work stopped. 

I learn from your manager that last spring there were 3,260 

people on the pay roll; yesterday there were 2,200 at work, 

but over 600 of these are new men, so that only about 1,600 

of the old employees have been taken back, thus leaving over 

1600 of the old employees who have not been taken back, a 

few hundred have left, the remainder have nearly all applied 

for work, but were told that they were not needed. These are 

utterly destitute. The relief committee on last Saturday 

gave out two pounds of oat meal and two pounds of corn meal 

to each family. But even the relief committee has exhausted 

its resources. 

Something must be done at once. The case differs from 

instances of destitution found elsewhere, for generally 

there is somebody in the neighborhood able to give relief; 
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this is not the case at Pullman. Even those who have gone to 

work are so exhausted that they cannot help their neighbors 

if they would. I repeat now that it seems to me your company 

cannot afford to have me appeal to the charity and humanity 

of the State to save the lives of your old employees. Four-

fifths of those people are women and children. No matter 

what caused this distress, it must be met. 

If you will allow me, I will make this suggestion: If you 

had shut down your works last fall when you say business was 

poor, you would not have expected to get any rent for your 

tenements. Now, while a dollar is a large sum to each of 

these people, all the rent now due you is a comparatively 

small matter to you. If you would cancel all rent to October 

1st, you would be as well off as if you had shut down. This 

would enable those who are at work to meet their most 

pressing wants. Then if you cannot give work to all why work 

some half-time so that all can at least get something to eat 

for their families. This will give immediate relief to the 

whole situation. And then by degrees assist as many to go 

elsewhere as desire to do so, and all to whom you cannot 

give work. In this way something like a normal condition 

could be re-established at Pullman before winter and you 

would not be out any more than you would have been had you 

shut down a year ago. 

I will be at the Unity block for several hours and will be 

glad to see you if you care to make any reply. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JOHN P. ALTGELD. 
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Letter 4:  Altgeld to Pullman 

Chicago, August 21st, 1894. 

George M. Pullman, Esq., President Pullman Palace Car 

Company, City. 

Sir:—I have your answer to my communication of this morning. 

I see by it that your company refuses to do anything toward 

relieving the situation at Pullman. It is true that Mr. 

Wickes offered to take me to Pullman and show me around. I 

told him that I had no objections to his going, but that I 

doubted the wisdom of my going under anybody’s wing. I was, 

however, met at the depot by two of your representatives, 

both able men, who accompanied me everywhere. I took pains 

to have them present in each case. I also called at your 

office and got what information they could give me there, so 

that your company was represented and heard, and no man 

there questioned either the condition of the extent of the 

suffering. If you will make the round I made, go into the 

houses of the people, meet them face to face and talk with 

them, you will be convinced that none of them had $1,300, or 

any other some of money only a few weeks ago. 

I cannot enter into a discussion with you as to the merits 

of the controversy between you and your former workmen. 

It is not my business to fix the moral responsibility in 

this case. There are nearly six thousand people suffering 

for the want of food—they were your employees—four-fifths of 

them women and children—some of these people have worked for 

you for more than twelve years. I assumed that even if they 

were wrong and had been foolish, you would not be willing to 

see them perish. I also assumed that as the State had just 

been to a large expense to protect your property you would 

not want to have the public shoulder the burden of relieving 

distress in your town. 

As you refuse to do anything to relieve suffering in this 

case, I am compelled to appeal to the humanity of the people 

of Illinois to do so. 
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Respectfully yours, 

JOHN P. ALTGELD 
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